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the DX Advantage

Overview

Welcome to CommCat, the intelligent Windows radio control and logging program for hams

who share the passion for working DX. CommCat combines the latest technological advances in
the Internet, personal computing, and radio engineering to provide ex@tngays to enjoy

the amateur radio hobby.

DX contacts can provide so much more than a brief exchange of calls and a 5NN signal report.
They also can be an opportunity to learn about the vawddnd us-its geography, history,

culture, and the story of its people. CommCat provides a way to learn about the countries and
people of the world as you hear and work new countries.

What is CommCat?

CommcCat provides tools to help you work DX, log, tragkards, and QSL while learning in the
process. CommCat is not designed for contesting or specialized communications. There are
many excellent programs already available to help you win a contest or predict when the next
satellite window will be. If you wat to outsmart the pileups and learn in the procgssymCat

-the DX Advantages for you.

...And What is CommCatLive?

Commc CatLive is your own Internet Home Page hosted on the MyQSX.net web server.
CommcCat feeds live data from your station as you opeoatesgors to your home page can
watch and listen as you work DX, learn more about you on your About page, and listen to DX
sound clips from the CommCatLive DX Clip library. If you are lucky enough to have
grandchildren, wait till they see grandpa's wee!si

Be there for rare DX

Monitor a Telnet connection, your local Packet DX Cluster and the WWW DX Cluster for
needed DX spots. CommCat alerts you about new spots within seconds by-vo#ik o via
your pager, so you can be on frequency before theppbeilds.

Outsmart the Pileups

Unique PoirtandPounce control of your rig gets you to the right frequency with a single mouse
click. Analyze the pileup using the spectrum analyzer and DX tracker windows to predict where
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the DX station will listen as heawes from one station to the next. Tune to his anticipated
receive frequency with a single mouse click and you are ready for action.

Watch Band Edges

The CommCat Tuner window shows where you are in any H~f#eanohore embarrassing eut
of-band goofs! Tun&om one band to another by clicking on a dial that harkens back-to pre
digital days.

Work That DX

Once you have outsmarted the pileup you can concentrate on working that DX. CW operators
can send their call from most CommCat windows using the integredagdammable CW keyer

or optional K1IEL Winkeyer. Send a signal report with a second keystroke, and you are almost
done!

Keep Track of Worked Stations

Complete the QSO by entering the contact details with one keystroke in the CommCat log
window. Choose a lofprmat supplied with CommCat or design your own. There are no limits to
the number of logbooks you can maintaieep one log for QRP and other logs for special
awards. Complete the information in the log from the CommCat FCC Database, any one of the
popuar call sign CBROMSs, or from the Internet. Immediately detect if you have already
worked a particular station. Check the QSL status for a station at any time.

Confirm that Contact

A flexible CommCat printing capability helps you design and prepare Q$k,dags, and mail
labels. Each QSL card can be personalized with details for the station you have worked. Add
country flags, maps, station photos, or any clip art you wish, to enhance your card.

Learn Country Facts

CommCat is packed with features thatetgou beyond a simple QSO. Build and explore an
instant web page from the perspective of any other station to see their current weathamndocal
wide-area maps, and a detailed summary of the country including history, demographics,
geographic featureand economy.

Explore the World
CommCat provides scores of maps, including a great circle map dynamically drawn with your

location as center. Large format maps are available for most DX entities. These maps show
political boundaries, time zones, DX prefx@nd locafocus areas.



What's New?

CommCat version 3.8
1. CommCat main window

New splash screen

Setprogram skin

New menu system
Rotor controltoolbar

Voice keyertoolbar (CommCatLive only)

2. DX Spot Manager

e Widget sidebar

Spot info

Spot Folders
Band/Mode filter
Direction filter
Award filter
Spot Watch
Units Converter
QSO Timer
Notes

O OO0 O0OO0OO0OO0OO0oOOo

e Spot Processing annunciator

3. Advanced Log

e Widget sidebar

QSO History
QSO Filter
QSO Picture
QSO Timer
Notes

Units Converter

O OO OoOO0oOOo

e All Contacts button is sticky
e Spacebar looks up info in callbook
e Call Field empty on start

4. Band Spotter

e Redesigned graphics
e Faster response
e Band edges clearly shown

5. Telnet


Configuring_CommCat.htm#Startup
Main_Window.htm
Main_Window.htm
CommCat_Live.htm
DX_Spots.htm
DX_Spots.htm
Log.htm
Log.htm
Log.htm
Log.htm
Band_Spotter.htm
Band_Spotter.htm

e Auto log onwhen window opens
6. Rig Control
e Better provisions for COM ports above 9

e Improvel dual receiver control
¢ Rig command logging

7. CommCatLive

e Send logged QSO's ommCat Twitteraccount

CommCat version 3.7

1. CommCat main window

e Current propagation conditions shown

2.Band Spotter

User settable font size and bold for spots

Extended data format preserved between sessions

Spot dupes eliminated

Stack button on menu bar to turn spot stacking on and off
Spots come from the selected folder in DX Spot Manager
Added +#1 KHz resolution selection

3. Advanced Log

e Send selected QSO's from your log vimail

4. Spots

¢ Send spots to nel@X Summit site from CommCat
e Get announcements from new DX Summit site

5.CommCatLive

e CommcCatLive home pages updated
e Display image in place of log in privacy mode

6. Radios

e Improved Elecraft K3 support

CommCat version 3.6


Telnet.htm
Configuring_CommCat.htm
CommCat_Live.htm
Main_Window.htm
Band_Spotter.htm
Log.htm
Configuring_CommCat.htm#MySpots
Getting_Started.htm

1. DX Spot Manager

New DX Summit spot source options support

Columns for DX Bearing, Continent and Grid Square added
Grid Square option in Worked/Confirmed Rule Condition added
Dupe checking now keeps latest spot rather than f

Option to merge cells in columns where data doesn't change
Auto Update setting down to 1 minute (from 3)

2.Band Spotter

e Spots are now "stacked" rather than painted on top each other

3. Advanced Log

e QSO History list shows past 100 contacts
e Use Esc key to start new contact

4. DX Notify Popup

¢ New options to change popup color and style
e Popup no longer brings CommCat forward unless clicked

5. External Programs

e Two userdefined external program added (3 total)
e Add custom tooltips for each external program

6. Maintenance
e Support for new CTY format
7. Radio Suport
e lcom IC-7700 added
8. CommCatlLive
e Option to not show latest contacts and last change time when you are disconnected from Live
9. Help

e This Help file updated for new features

CommCat version 3.5


DX_Spots.htm
Band_Spotter.htm
Log.htm
DX_Spots.htm#Alert_Notify
Configuring_CommCat.htm#External
Log_Maintenance.htm
Getting_Started.htm

1. Radio/Ant

e Added Ekcraft K3, Yaesu FB50, TenTec Omni VI+
e Fixed Winkey contest serial number bug

2. Connection to Web
e Major rework of web interface to make connections and data transfer more reliable and faster
3. CommCatLive

e S-meter data upload bug fixed to impraediability
e Check your subscription status from Help menu

4. Entity Maintenance
e Added support for neTY data format
5. Spots

e Supports nevDX Summit sitefor downloadhg spots

CommCat version 3.4
Click the links to see the associated CommCat Help topic.
1. DX Spot Manager

DragDX Alert popupto any position on the desktop where it will remain
Click DX Alert popup to bring CommcCat forwardhfdden by other windows
Added enable to turn spot dupe checking function on/off

Use Ctrl+Z to return to previous spot

Turn off underlinesndicating hyperlink to dx and spotter calls

2. Settings

e Major redesign of g8ngs windows
e Addedfieldsfor CQ Zone, ITU Zone, and continent
e AddedSSIDto Telnet settings

3. MixW Interface

¢ Improved transfer of logging info to CommCat
e Winkey now reinitialized when returning from MixW

4. Radio/Ant


Entity_Management.htm
Configuring_CommCat.htm#OH2AQ
DX_Spots.htm
Configuring_CommCat.htm
Configuring_CommCat.htm
Configuring_CommCat.htm

e Added support for new style M2 rotor control
¢ Fixed Ham Radio Deluxe startup issues on Radi@s B
e Improved control of Flex Radio.

5. CommCatLive

Radio dial spot display addedliove window.

Worked/Confirmed Rule Condition addedtionto test for spots mentioned in ARRL DX report.
Latest spots and DX news includedlostant Web Page

Added DX duster to MyQSX.net tgupply spotso CommCat

You can nowsend spotsncluding long comment, to MyQSX.net DX Cluster

Change the MyQSX comment from thiee window

Display only Active stations in theve window

Test Site added t8ommCatLive tesivindow

‘Wavosaur' audio editor option addedMadio settings

CommCat version 3.3
Click the links to see the associated CommCat Help topic.

1. Integration wittHam Radio Deluxa&vith exchange of frequency, mode, anthater data

2. Rig support

¢ Improvements for lcom 756PRO series.
e Added support for Icom 1KZ000
e Added support for Flexradio PowerSDR

3. Option to ru"TCommCat in system trayather than task bar when minimized

4. AddedDX Spot Manager Alert popuip Voice Announcement Action in Rules

5. Bug fixes

Main window start up position not remembered

CW sending 9 at end of F10 macro

CW macros weren't available for GR/

Bottom status basometimes didn't open properly

eQSL submission missing for 60M

CommCatLive Smeter sometimes stuck on 0

DXCC Award window showing inconsistent numbers for confirmed/worked options
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Live_in_CommCat.htm
DX_Spots.htm
Instant_Web_Page.htm
DX_Spots.htm
DX_Spots.htm
Live_in_CommCat.htm
Live_in_CommCat.htm
Test_CommCatLive.htm
Getting_Started.htm
Radio_Connections.htm#supported_radios
Configuring_CommCat.htm#Startup
DX_Spots.htm#Alert_Notify

Typical Window
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CommCat provides flexibility in how its various windows can be arranged, depending on your interests and
operating needs. The window arrangemengtgined by CommCaio the next time you start the program, the
windows can be opened and returned to the way they were before. An option is available to allowox@ to
CommCat windowsut of the main window, which is perfect if you are using more than one monitor, or want
to use CommCat with another program.

Going in a clockwise direction from the upper left, the following windows are in use in thialtypic
arrangement:

DX Spot Manager [ The DX Spot Manager is the heart of the CommCat DX Spot monitoring system. Spots from a Telr
connection, Web Cluster, Packet Cluster, and spots you create locally, are listed arajéésstdules
you define for alerts and other actions.

Instant Web Page |Shows a web page from the perspective of the DX station.

Great Circle Map |Shows world map centered on your location. The most recent DX spots and gray line are superifny
you have a rotor that can be controlled by a computer, the antenna direction and representative be
pattern are also shown.

CW Keyer Send Morse code from CommCat.

Advanced Log Enter the necessary contact data into yogbook through this window. CommCat fills in most of the
blanks for you.

11


Configuring_CommCat.htm#Startup
Configuring_CommCat.htm#Window_Position
Configuring_CommCat.htm#Window_Position
Configuring_CommCat.htm#Window_Position

A number of selectable toolbars are shown at the top of the CommCat window. In this setup the Navigation,
Split, Band, and Mode toolbars are in use.

In the status bar at the bottorintlee window the current frequency, Telnet status, TNC status, Rig status,
Internet status, date and time are shown.

Updated 3/2009
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System Requirements

Computer
e Windows '98 or later, including Vista (run as administrator)
e 1000 MHz or faster processor
e 512 MB RAM or more
¢ High resolution display (CommCat is optimized for a display having at least 800 x 400 pixels)
e Serial ports for transceiver control, TNC, and rotor operation. CW keying can be configured through

Station

E-mail

the same port as the rig control, other $gdaits, or a parallel port. CommCat supports up to 18 serial
and 10 parallel ports. Parallel port CW keying is supported on Windows XP and Vista systems.
CommCat also supports the K1EL Serial or USB port Winkeyer.

100 MB free disk space

Soundblaster sourzhrd or equivalent for CommCat Spectrum Analyzer (only one application can use
the sound card at a time)

Internet access (optional for call sign lookup, Telnet, DX Cluster, QSL template sharingnaiid e
access). CommcCat email functions are not comigatiiih AOL. Broadband DSL or Cable Modem
access required for CommCatLive services.

Requirements

Transceiver supported by CommCat (most Yaesu, Icom, Kenwood, Elecrafie€édrion, and
Collins KWM-380). CommCat provides direct control of thea@irll and can control other TeFec
radios that are Ilcom compatible or controlled through a compatible program such as N4PY.
TNC via serial port (optional, required for Packet Cluster)

Rotor controller supported by CommCRiotorEZ, RotorCard, HyGain, Yaesu, M2, ARSWIN, and
Heath)

POP3 compatible (optional for DX notification and QSL exchange) Note: CommCat email is not
possible through AOL accounts.

Pager (optional)

Alphanumeric or Numeric pager
Dial-up or emailaccess for spot notification (email is not supported through AOL accounts)

Updated 3/2009
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Important Vista Information

CommcCat 3.0 (and later) has been extensively tested on computers using the Vista and Vista 64 operating
system.

Because of aggressisecurity measures in Vista, it is critical that you start both Installation and the CommCat
program by rightlicking over the application icon and selecting Run as Administrator.

To make the Run as Administrator option permanent for CommCat, seleettim®from the right mouse
menu and choose that option.
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COMMSOFT

COMMSOFT, Inc., has been producing consumer software for over 30 yea

COMMSOFT's early ham radio products include RTTY89, CW89 and Ciph:
all for Heathkit computers. In 1984 COMMSOFT produced PhotoCaster, ar
SSTV hardware and softwasgstem, for the Apple II.

Until 1997, COMMSOFT was a premier developer and publisher of softwar
the genealogy market, including the awavithining ROOTS and Ultimate Fami
Tree.

CommcCat represents a return to its ham radio roots for COMMSOFT.
Visit the CommCat web site for more information about COMMSOFT.

http://www.commcat.com
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Legal Stuff

CommcCat and CommCatLive are trademarks of COMMSOFT, Inc.
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Getting Started
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Express Setup

The first time you start CommCat, Expr&estup opens. By following the easy steps presented by Express
Setup you will have CommCat running with your rig in a few minutes. Later you can go back and use the
various Settings windows to further customize your preferences.

x

—Wielcome

Welcome to CommCat!

By providing information in the following steps
wou will be able to start using CommCat right
away. Later you can return to the Settings
windows to complete additional settings options.

Use the Mext and Back buttons below to navigate
through Express Setup.

[T Don't Show Agaire < Back Mewst » Cancel

If you wish to skip Express Setup, click Set Up Later. Unless you check Don't Show Again, Express Setup will
open each time you start CommCat until you haveifipegour rig. You can also start Express Setup from
the CommCat Help menu. Once you have specified your rig, the Help menu Express Setup option is dimmed.

To continue, click Next.

The name and call sign you specified during installation appear iwitidew.

Click Next to continue.
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x

— Locatian

Longitude and Latitude

Your Longitude and Latitude are used by
CommCat to compute distances and bearings to
DX stations.

Are you located in the United States?

Yes | Mo |

[T Don't Show Again < Back | et = |

CommCat uses your Longitude and Latitude to compute bearings and distances in several places. For example,
CommCat rotor control uses the bearing from your location to the DX station to determine where to direct the
antenna. If you are in the United Stat€smmCat can use your ZIP code to compute your Longitude and

Latitude. This convenience is not available for those outside the US.

Click Yes (if you live in the US) or No (if you live outside the US) to continue.

x

— U5 Location

Longitude and Latitude

If you know your Latitude and Longitude, enter
them below--or CommCat can compute them for
wou from your 5-digit Zip Code. If computed, you
may adjust the Longitude and Latitude if you
wish.

Zip Code: |35444 Latitude: |38.61553
e T 7 | Longitude: [-122 856523

[T Don't Show Again < Back | Mext » | Cancel |

If you are located in the United States, you can ask CommCat to find gogitlide and Latitude from your
ZIP code, or, if you already know them, you may enter them yourself. In the United States, Latitude is a
positive number and Longitude is a negative number. (If you are outside the United States, CommCat asks that
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you enteryour Longitude and Latitude manually.) Enter your ZIP code and click Compute, or enter the values
you wish to use.

Click Next to continue.

x

—Radio

Radio Details

Please specify your rig's manufacturer and
model:

bl anufacturer: b adel:

FT10000

lzam FT1000
Elecraft | FT1000 ROM 157
[T Diaon't Show Again < Back | Mext » | Cancel |

Next specify the Manufacturer and Model of your Rig.
Click Next to continue.

If you are using and Icom rig, an additional Radio window opens allowing you to specify the la6m CI
address of your rig and handshaking options.
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x

— Radio

Communications Port

Choose the serial port for your rig from the list of
ports CommCat found on your computer, then
specify the Baud rate:

Senal Port; Baud Rate:

[T Don't Show Again ¢ Back Mest » | Cancel |

Specify the serial port used to control your rig. CommCat checks your computer for available serial ports and
presents them in the Serial Port list. Finally,csiyethe Baud rate used for communications with your rig. If
you are unsure of the Baud rate, please check the manual for your rig or interface module.

Click Next to continue.

x

— Radio

Connection Test

Click the Test button below to read the radio’s
frequency. CommCat will attempt to read the
frequency for up to 10 seconds.

Freguency: |21 .241.00

[T Don't Show Again ¢ Back Mext » Cancel

CommCat now tests the connection betweerttimeputer and your rig to make sure the communications setup
is correct. Make sure your rig is turned on and connected to the serial port you have specified. Click Test to
start the connection test. If a connection is established, the rig's frequengpedl an the Frequency box.
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CommCat attempts to connect for approximately 10 seconds. If a connection is not established, CommCat
notifies you of a potential problem.

If the connection is successful, click Néatcontinue. If the connection fails, click Back to review your rig,
port and Baud rate selections.

{2 Express Setup x|

— Congratulations

Ready to Go

CommCat is now ready to run. As you become
familiar with CommCat's features you can open
the Settings windows to add and modify program
options.

Help is always near by. Press the F1 key from
any window to learn more about how the
program works.

[T Don't Show Again < Back et =

With a successful rig connection, you are now ready to start using CommCat. Congratulations and welcome!

Updated 10/2007
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Installation

¢ Download CommCat from the CommCat web site toravenient folder. It is recommended that you
use a broadband connection (Cable or DSL at a minimum) for this download since the file is over
32MB in size.

e Start CommCat Setup by douklicking the CommCat icon in the folder you used for the download.

¢ Follow the instructions. If you have received a CommCat serial number, enter your name, call, and
serial number in the Registration window. Without changes in these fields, CommCat operates in the
Demo mode.

Note: The data in the Call and Serial Numfields must match for CommCat to rt
The Serial Number for your call sign was included in the COMMSOFT registra
code emalil, if you have purchased the program.

e CommcCat Setup may ask to restart your computer once all files have been installed.

Starting CommCat

Start CommCat by doubldicking the CommCat shortcut located on your Desktop. The CommCat executable
is located in the folder in which you installed the program (normallgrGgram
FilesCOMMSOFT\CommcCat).

Updated 3/2009
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CommCat Main Window

Master Log Active Log Current DX Focus  Menu Bar Propagation

= -

Icch JAwwch Oeport iindow  Heb MpJS Propagaton: =g Amd =l =000

L BT 3L DR DL et Tool Bars
Pl-im I Teiret'Waing,, | I THC Waiing | R & Ol Falaid L2 UTC
VFO Frequency Status Indicators UTC Time and Date

The CommCat Main window provides a work area for all program functions. The Main window opens after
the Splash screen appears when you start CommCat.

Title Bar

&3 CommcCat (WEHNLOGBOOK: Main) SNONDP Nigeria

The CommCat title bar shows the name of the currently active Master Log and logbook, and the DX focus call
(explained later) and associated entity. The title bar also containerthal Windows controls for
manipulating the state and size of the window, and for closing the application.

Menu and Toolbars
File Edit Wew Tools Awards FReports Window Help MyQS¥ Propagation: SFI1=69 A=4 K=1 S5M=000

The Menu Bar below the Title Bar provides access to all Comim@etions. The Tools menu lists CommCat
functions used during normal operation. The Awards menu provides access to windows that contain status
information for operating awards. The Reports menu provides access to printed report windows, including
logbook,QSL and label formats.

Solar Flux Index  A-index  K-index  Sun Spot Number

0 20 17 15 12 10 JJCW CW-R L5B USB AM
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The current propagation conditions from MyQSX.net are shown on the right side of the Menu bar. This
information is fetched from the MyQSX.net web site each time you start and every eight hours from then on.

BEFLFLEORINADAT G

The Toolbar proves quick access to the main CommCat windows. The large Toolbar version can include
text, or you can choose a small version which only shows the icons (as above). Several of the buttons on the
toolbar are optional. The MixW button will be present when Mi@Migital mode program, is installed. The
numbered Program buttons are present when optional external programs are configured.

E‘;‘} CommCat (WeHMNLOGEOOK: Main) SMOMDP

File Edit WView Tools Awards Reports

HMEELDSFOEQRINI

Rig Toolbar
Repositioned

The Menu and individual Toolbars can be moved to suit your preferences. Grab the handle at the left end of
either bar ad drag the bar to one of the three remaining sides of the CommCat Main window, or simply leave
them as floating bars.

Status Bar

The Status Bar, located at the bottom of the CommCat Main window, contains a number of helpful status
indications. The Net, Me, Telnet, TNC, Rig and Net status lights will be red, yellow or green, depending on
their respective connection states. Red indicates no connection, yellow indicates unknown, temporarily
disconnected or busy, and green indicates a normal connectioretick any of these five status panels to
see more information about connection status, or to force a connection when you wish to reconnect.

A =14197.00 [ Net 0K B Live P Telnet Waiting.. | B TNC Waiting... | [ Rig A Online 23 Mar 1858 LTC

When CommcCat is started the first time and no settingsltes® made to assign ports, the Telnet, TNC, and
Net status lights are red. When the rig has been connected and is communicating with CommCat, the current
operating frequency is shown in the left status panel and the rig status light is green.

The time andlate are displayed in Coordinated Universal Time (UTC).
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Navigation from One Window to Another

CommcCat follows the normal keystroke conventions for moving from one window to another via the
keyboard. Use CHfF6 or Ctrl-Tab, or their shift equivalents (Shiiitrl-F6 and ShiHCtrl-Tab) to move
through the CommCat windows. To move from one application to another, use-frebAlbmbination.

Moving CommCat Windows Outside the Main Window

Any CommCat window on the &Vigation toolbar can be moved outside the Main window. This option is
perfect if you are using a dual monitor system, or wish to use CommCat along side another program. When
you do move a window outside the main window, the window name appears as & ggpgram on the
Windows Task bar at the bottom of the desk top. In addition, since they become separate windows like any
other application, they can be hidden by a window that covers them, including the Main CommCat window.

To choose which Windows can bwved outside, open the Program Settings window from File, Settings, and
select the Outside Window tab. A check indicates that the window can be moved outside.

| & Program Settings r_i:'
Ditgade Wirrdow

= Statup

General ] Spectrum Anakizer [ Instant web Page
Inbemet _
Resios [[] 0% Spot Manage: [leg

Diiagrostics [ DECC Enity Stahus [ T

,:f:"’ [7] DX Tracker [ Moese Code
:w; [l Bared Spottes [] Circda Map

# Backup -

& Extemal [ List M snengpes
Cutside Window

# Voucs

# Emvvmonment

(o J (oo

Click OK to close Program Settings. Aolganges you have made to the Window Position options are applied
when the Program Settings window is closed.
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L Spot Manager moved outside Main window

KEFF
F4iAEAl 350610
F4iKAEAl 3,506 20

7026 00 wia pwEqid

3.506 00| Jahn

3.500 00| stroeg

3.500 00| LKG FR IKIOER
3.554 00| Jahn

3.503.00

351090

1
=l Rigs Ol 2 Hed Dridee: 130 MR

Commizat Main window

Updated 3/2009
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Toolbars

Standard Mavigation Rig

Band Mode Split Rotor

The CommCat Main Window, shown above, can hold up to eight toolbars. The toolbars can be docked to any
side of the main window, or they can be detached so they are in different levels (as shown above). When you
exit CommCat, the toolbar pasihs are saved and used the next time you start the program.

Toolbar Function
Name

|Standard ‘Log and Edtiting tools

|Band ‘Change bands

|Mode |Change the operating mode

|Navigation |Open CommcCat windows and bring them to the front

Split Turn on and off split frequency operation, with splits from O tc
kHz

|Rotor ‘Quick rotor control

Rig CommcCat can control up to 4 rigs, enabled through the Rig £
Rig B, Rig C, or Rig D buttons.

CommcCatLive Toolbars

Live Annunciator  Voice Keyer Audio Live Window

MyQ5K Propagaton: SFI=569 A=d K=1 SSN=000

PR IHITENGW] Trre ™)

5 10 20 a 45 93 135 130 225 ZM 315
5 ® =

ﬁ Fl:CQ | F2COQDX 20thisisWsHN | F:C | P48 | FS:E | FE:F | F:G | FB:H PRI

Two additional toolbars are available when you have a CommCatLive account. The Live Annunciator toolbar
lets you choose the status shown on your CommCatLive home page. The Audio Record/Playback toolbar
controls recording, streaming, and playback.
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Modifyin g Toolbars

Toolbars are shown and hidden by 1) riglitking over any toolbar and choosing from the list, or by 2)
clicking View, Toolbars on the CommCat menu bar. Click a toolbar in the list to show or hide a toolbar.

You can also add or remove buttorenf any toolbar to customize it. Open the Toolbar Customize window by
right-clicking over a toolbar, then selecting Commands. To remove a button from a toolbar, drag the button
from the toolbar you wish to modify. To add a button, drag the button fro@dimnands window to the

toolbar you wish to use. For example, if you don't wish to show the 6 and 2 meter buttons on the Band toolbar,
open the Commands window and drag each button away from the toolbar.

To add text to toolbar buttons that contain onlyyies, click View, Toolbars, Show Captions.
Moving a Toolbar

To move a toolbar, click the handle at the left end of the toolbar you wish to move, then drag it to its new
location. When the toolbar is near one of the edges of the main window, it will sithapetdge. The following
moves are possible.

¢ Move a toolbar to the left, right or bottom of the main window.
e Change the order of toolbars.
e Create a multline toolbar.

Updated 3/2009
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Settings

CommcCat uses information about you, your station, and oeess to the Internet to provide a highly
personalized operating environment. Your personal information is entered in the Settings windows (File,
Settings).

Important Settings

When you installed CommCat your name and call sign were entered automatitayStation and Code
Settings. These are the only required settings for the program. There are several additional settings that are
important to enter the first time you run CommcCat. These settings are normally made through Express Setup:

e Longitude and.atitude in the File, Settings, Station window, required to calibrate direction headings,
distances and the center of the Great Circle Map (in the US, CommCat can determine the longitude
and latitude from your ZIP code).

¢ Rig settings in the File, Settings, Station, Radio/Ant window (required to set the necessary control
parameters so CommCat can "talk” to your radio).

Most other settings are already entered with default values which you can change later as you leaoutnore a
the program.

Many windows can be customized to your liking. Fonts for windows can be specified, and the size and
position of windows can be adjusted.

Setting Detalils

CommCat Settings are divided into four categofesgram Settinggclude those assiated with program

startup, help options, font choices for many windows, external program information, window position choices,
and backup option®Radio/Antsettings are used to specify up to 3 rigs with their port and other associated
information, andup to 3 rotor controllers and multiple antenrBistion Settingsiclude all options related to

you, your station, and operating optioBpots Settingare used to configure general spot processing details,

and packet, web, and Telnet spot retrievalapysti
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Program Settings

-
= Startup Startup General
General Fast Computer System
Internet \ .
Restare (] Don't Show Delete Warnings
Diagnaostics [ Wa Rig Timeout
II-:I;rI'uTs Mirirnize ta Tray [restart reg'd)
4 Backup []Use Kilometers
- External
Outzide Window
H-Yoice
- Enviranment

| o || concel |

Program Settings Roadmap

The following table providesmadmap for the various program settings in CommCat:

Startup Set the CommCat environment when the program is started.

Help Customize program help options.

Fonts Set fonts for primary windows.

Backup Choose log backup strategies.

External Parameters for external programs, including MixW and a program that can be configured to any apj

Window Position Specify which windows can be moved out of the Main CommCat window.

Voice Enable/disable CommCat's voice annoucegabilities
Environment Miscellaneous program settings
Startup
Field You Provide Where Used
Restore
Restore Previous |The size and position of open windows eetained by Program start
Windows COMMSOFT and used the next time the program is startec

Restore Last DX | The focus call sign when the program was last closed is re; Program start
Call on startup.

General
Fast Computer If your system is faster than 3@®@0 MHz, checking this optic/Morse Code transmission. If you find t
System removes several restrictions that are necessary to improve the character timing is not precise whe

timing on slower systems. CW is being sent, wheck this option.
Don't Show Delete Overrides CommCat reminders that something important i< Log
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Warnings
No Rig Timeout

Minimize to Tray

Use Kilometers
Diagnostics
Test Mode

Log Rig Control

Internet
Connect to Internet

Ignore Internet
Errors

Enable
CommCatLive

Force QSXer

Toolbars

Field

Toolbars

Help

Field
Display Tooltips

Use F1 for Help, no
CW Message 1

about to be deleted.

Keeps rig serial port open even though the rig is not Rig control
communicating.

When you minimize CommCat, the program runs in the Sy: Minimizing CommCat
Tray rather than the Task Bar. When running in the Systerr
Tray, CommCat continues to run. CommCat pauses when
running in the Task Bar. This option is useful if you want th
DX SpotManager to continue to look for spots even though
program is hidden. Restart CommCat after changing this o

Check to have distance units in Kilometers rather than mile|Great Circle Map, Instant Web Page

Provides additional troubleshooting information if problems|Entire progam
encountered. CommGC#t-radio control information is logged

in a file named rclog.txt located in the Controls folder when

Test Mode is enabled.

Creates a log of control commands sent by CommCat to y¢|Rig control
rig. The resulting file is named rclog.txt, located in the Cont

folder. (This is the same log created with Test Mode, above

no other logs are created.)

CommcCat will attempt to connect to the Internet when this |Web Spot announcementsirail,
option is selected. callsign lookup, weather lookup, time
check

If a connection error is detected do no disconnect CommcCi All Internet activity
from the Internet

Enable CommCatLive feeds when you have a CommCatLii CommCatLive/QSXer
QSXer account

If you have a CommCatLive account, this option causes | CommCatLive/QSXer
CommcCat to run in the QSXer mode where only the QSXe
Activity Map is updated.

You Provide Where Used

Specify which toolbars you wish to appeathie main window | Entire program
and whether they are small or large (with text captions).

You Provide Where Used

Displays Tooltips help when mouse pointer hovers over a toc| Entire program
pushbutton or other control

Windows convention is that help is provided when you press |Entire program (Voice Macros are a
F1 function key. CommCat allows you to reassign this key to |feature of CommCatLive)
message 1 or Voice Macro 1 when in a voice mode.
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Fonts

Field
Log
Morse Code
Packet Cluster
DX Spot Manager

Telnet/Internet
Cluster

Backup

Field
Periodic

Periodic

Backup Only When
Changes

Program Exit
Program Exit
Enabled

Ask Me First/Just
Do It

Destination

Destination

External

Field
MixW
MixW Enabled

CAT Auto

MixW Always on
Top

MixW Path

Program

You Provide
Set the font and size for this window
Set the font and size for this window
Set the font and size for this window
Set the font and size for this window

Set the font and size for this window

You Provide

Specify when you want CommcCat to back up your log. If you
wish to ignore this backup do not check any options.

Is a backup really necessary? (Also applies to Program Exit
backup.)

Back up when program closes
CommCat will back up log when program cloffeshecked
How much do you want to be involved?

Patch for Back up file. Set separate paths for Periodic and
Program Exit backups.

You Provide

When MixW is installed with CommCat, use this option to

temporarily turn off the control of MixW by CommCat. When t

option is checked and MixW is installed, a MixW button is
provided on the Navigation toolbar. Skecessoriesielp for
more information about MixW.

Where Used
Advanced Log window
Morse Code window
Packet Cluster window
DX Spot Manager window

Telnet/Internet Cluster windows

Where Used
Logging, Timed

Logging, Timed

Program Exit
Program Exit
Logging, Program exit

Logging, Program exit

Where Used

MixW control

1w 4

CommCat and MixW use the same serial port to control your | MixW control
radio. This option provides automatic serial port switching wh

MixW is started from CommCat. CommCat releases the serie

port when MixWopens, and regains control when MixW is

closed.

The MixW window is always on top when MixW is open and t|MixW control
option is set. Note that this condition can hide other open
windows which would normally be visible.

The complete path to MixW, including mixw2.exe. (The instal| MixW control
path is normally dprogram filesmixw\mixw?2.exe.)
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Accessories.htm

External Program
Enabled (1, 2, 3)

Test
Tooltip

External Program
Path

DX Atlas
DX Atlas Enabled

Toolbar Button
DX Atlas Path

Outside Window

Field

Allow Position
Outside Main
CommCat Window

Voice

When an external program is installed wthmmCat, use this |External program control
option to temporarily turn off the control of that program by

CommcCat. When this option is checked, a windows button is B

provided on the Navigation toolbar. S&ecessorie$ielp for b

more information about égrnal programs.

Starts the external program External program control

Short description of the external program that appears as a t( External program control
when you move the mouse pointer over the program button.

The complete path to the external program, including the proi| External program control
nane, extension, and any parameters you wish to use. For

example, "dwindowsnotepad.exe gsonotes” starts Notepad

a text file named gsonotes.

When DX Atlas is installed with CommCat, ubés option to DX Atlas
temporarily turn off the control of DX Atlas by CommCat. See
Accessorie$lelp for more information about DX Atlas.

Add a button on the CommCat Tools toolbar for DX Atlas DX Atlas

The complete path to DX Atlas, including the program name, DX Atlas
extension, and any parameters you wish to use. For example
"c:\program file$Afreet\DX Atlas\DXAtlas.exe".

You Provide Where Used

Select the windows you want to be able to move outside the | Selected window
CommCat window. This option is useful for dual monitor

systems, or when you want to use one of the CommCat wind

(such as the DX Spot Managevith another program.

See alsoCommcCat Voice

Field

Windows

Time

Radio/Antenna

Program Greeting

Environment

Field

Refresh Instant We
Page..

You Provide Where Used

Select the windows you would like to have announced by Selected window
CommCat Voice.

Use CommCat Voice to announce the UTC or local time, on 1/ Program
hour or on the half hour

Announce the rig status (current frequency, mode, and split |Rig and antenna information
frequency), the bearing sent to the rotor, and the bearing rett
from the rotor

CommCat welcome when the program starts. Leave blank to |Program start
disable the greeting.

You Provide Where Used

Check this option to have the Instant Web Page refreshed |Instant Web Page
automatically when the Focus DX Call changes.
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Show Google Map |Adds a Google map to the Instant Web Page showing the |Instant Web Page
location of the station.

Main Window Display a bmp image of your choice on the CommCat Main Main Window
Background window. Check the Display Image option to display an imag

specified in the path box. Show it in actual size of scale it to

thewindow size. If shown in actual size you can drag itto a

position in the main window you prefer.

Skin Choose from a variety of skins to apply to the CommCat Entire Program
windows.
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Radio and Antenna Settings

% Radio and Antenna Settings
= Radio A Fiadio & Radio
Radio I anufacturer Maodel
Part none norne ~
Log Name aesu FT1000mp
O K.erwood FT10000
|z FT1000
5 -meter Elecraft FT1000ROM 1-5
FTT Colling FT2000
Arnplifiar/Fr Ten-Tec FTd=3000
Badic B Alinco FTIA0 ROM 1.3+
e HRD FT747Gx
’ FlexFadio FT7R7G, Il
#-Radio D FT1000mp M ark
#- All Radios FTa47
Ant/Rator
- Winkeyer
LPT
(o e

Radio A, B, C, D

CommCat can control up to 4 rigs, switching from one to the other with a mouse click. These setups are
designated Radio A, B, C, and D. When you have defined more than one radio, you can switch using the Rig
option menu items on the Fileemu, or use the Rig toolbar.

Field You Provide Where Used
Radio
Manufacturer Select the manufacturer of the rig you are using Rig control and data
Model Select the radio you are using from this list Rig control and data
Log Name
Log Name Name of this radio used for log and QSL Cards. If blank, the |Log and QSL Cards
model is used.
Port
Port Select the serial port used for your radio. If the port has been|Rig control and data
assigned elsewhere, "used" appears next tpditenumber. The
Collins KWM-380 uses LPT1 by default.
Advanced Enter serial communications parameters when necessary (us/Rig control and data
the defaults are correct). If the communications parameters a
fixed by the manufacturer, the Advattpushbutton is disabled.
If using an Icom rig, set the rig address here.
CW

CW Keying Port |Select the port you wish to use for CW keying. Select "same |CW keying
use the same serial port assignethtorig. You may also use thi
K1EL WinKeyer with Radio A by checking the Use WinKeyer
option. Specify the serial port you wish to use with the WinKe

DTR When selected, the Data Terminal Ready serial port control lif CW keying
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used for CW keing. Note that some rigs require the use of the
DTR line for data communications or level converter power, <
may not be possible to use this line for CW keying.

RTS When selected, the Request To Send cofitrelon the serial porl CW keying
is used for CW keying. Note that some rigs require the use ol
RTS line for data communications, so it may not be possible -
use this line for CW keying.

Test CW Closes CW key so you can test the connediietveen the CW keying
computer and CW keying input on the radio.

CW Pitch Set the pitch of the CW sidetone when the radio does not suf| Spectrum Analyzer window
the reading of this parameter.

CW Mode Off Check this option to cause CommcCat to leave the radio in the CW keying

When Quit mode when leaving the program. This option is useful to prev
Program your computer from inadvertently keying the radio when keyir
through a serial port.
S-Meter
S-Meter For radios that support the transfer of signal level data to Tuner window
CommCat, the amount of data transferred can be lessened b
unchecking this option.
PTT
PTT Control Select type of desired PTT control (non, via software, or via |Transmitter control
hardwae LPT port).
PTT Port Specify LPT port to be used for PTT control. Parallel port Transmitter control
operation is not supported with Ndased systems.
PTT Delay Set time between PTT activation and CW keying. Transmitter control
Amplifier
Amplifier Model |Enter the description of your linear amplifier here. QSL and Label designer window
Transmitted Transmitter plus amplifier power QSL and Label designer window
Power
Ant/Rotor

Use the Ant/Rotor window to specify up to 10 antennas and 3 rotor controllers and how they are used.

Field You Provide Where Used

Antennas Identify the antennas you will be using. Attt offset from Nortl Log, QSL, La Report, Rotor Control
relative to the rotor North. For example, if a rotor indicates N¢
while the antenna points East, enter 90 in the Offset field. On
you have specified any rotors, identify them by number with t
associated antenna.

Band Identify the antenna by number for each band you use. Log, QSL, Log Report, Rotor Contro

Rotors Describe each rotor you use and specify the port parameters |Log, QSL, Log Report, Rotor Contro
rate, etc.). Enter the rotor stop position if otthem North. Use th
rotor number to complete the Antennas data. If the port show
the Port list has been assigned elsewhere, "used" appears ne
the port number.

Remote and LPT
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A parallel port can be used to cotrol external devices, such as theefhagntroller.

Use the Remote window to specify the connection parameters to control a remote radmmBeeat
Remote

Field You Provide Where Used
Device Enable extrernal control and determine the protocol. External device control
Port The parallel port to be used External device control
Test Test the output from the parallel port for the specified band. |External device control
Remote Enabled |Enable CommCat to control a radio over the Internet. Control remote radio

Remote IP Address| The IP address and port of the computer that is controlling th|Control remote rdio
and Remote Port  |remote radio.

Password The password assigned to CommCat at the remote computel| Control remote radio
allow control.
All Radios
Field You Provide Where Used
Tuning

Synchronize VFOs | If you would like VFO B to be synchronizedth VFOA as you |Rig Control
tune, check this option.

Enable Dual To set the sub receiver to the transmit VFO frequency, select|Rig Control
Receiver option.
Polling

Rig Refresh Factor |Relative rate at which the rig is pollethe rate determines how | Rig Control
often the data light flashes on many rigs. If set too low (less tl
1) data exchange can become unreliable. You must restart
CommCat to have this setting applied.

WinKeyer

The K1EL WinKeyer (serial or USB) can be used when Radio A is selected. Not available for Radios B, C,
and D.

Field You Provide Where Used
Settings
Settings Set the two sliders to your Weight and Ratieferences. You |WinKeyer

may also connect an external paddle to the Winkeyer and sef
mode, hang time, and right or left hand operation.

Keyer Outputs

Keyer Outputs Set the pin connections for the WinKeerrial port. If you wish |WinKeyer
you can use the sidetone option from the WinKeyer with an
external audio amplifier.

Station Settings
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@ Station Settings

- Statian Call
=- Station
Call Call |'wWEHH
Address
Location License Clazsz
E -mnail _ ) -,
w T () US Mavice/Technician
#- Pager () US General
#-Modes _
& Log () US Advanced
elsL @ IS Extra
#- Timne
GoList _
+ Callbook o Ol
Help ] [ QK ] [ Cancel

Station Settings Roadmap

The following table provides@admap for the Station settings in CommcCat:

Station Call, License Class, name, address, and longitude/latitude
Cw Function key memories, default code speed settings, and contest options
Pager Alphanumeric and numeric pager optionsluding telephone numbersygail address and other information
necessary to send spot notification pages
Modes Mode list and mode editing functions
Log Logging options
eQSL eQSL options
Time URL for remote time server and time updapions
Golist Options for the GoList QSL Manager service
Callbook Callbook data source for US and international calls, either from a loc®® @R or ontline database
Station
Field You Provide Where Used
Call
Call Your ham callsign. Entered when you install the program. If |Code window (Settings, Code); Global

necessary to use another callsign, such as when operating i Code Messages (Settings, Code); QSI
portable location, simply change the call in the Settings winc| Designer; Label Designer; Log; Packel
CommCat always defaults to the original registered call on |window (for initializing your TNC); Spo
startup. Announcements.

License Class Select the appropriate License Class. If not in the USOtiser. |Band Spotter band edges
Address
Name Your name QSL and Label Designer

Address 1 First address line (such as apartment, company name) QSL and Label Designer
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Address 2 Second address line (such as post office box, street) QSL and Label Designer

City City QSL and Label Designer

ST State, Province QSL and Label Designer

ZIP ZIP or Postal Code QSL and Label Designer

County County QSL and Label Designer

Country Country QSL and Label Designer

Location

Longitude Longitude of your station (enter as a decimal value, enter |Grid square calculation; DX circle map
negative for west longitude) center; QSL Designer; Label Designer

Latitude Latitude of your station (enter as a decivalue, enter negative Same as longitude

for south latitude)

Compute from ZIF| Computes your US latitude and longitude from your ZIP cod| See above
and enters the data in the respective fields.

Grid Square Locator grid square. Computed grid square is based on lon¢ QSL and Label Designer, Send MyQS
and latitude Spots (CommCatLive only)
My CQ Zone Your CQ Zone (Computed zone is based on your call) Send MyQSX Spots (CommCatLive
only)
My ITU Zone Your ITU Zone (Computed zone is based on your call) Send MyQSX Spots (CommCatLive
only)
E-mail
E-mail Name The name you wish to appear email messages originated b'|Email spot notification
CommCat.
Mail Host The host name used to senthail from your account. Same

CommcCatLive users can enter MyQSX.net to have MyQSX
handle outgoing mail.

My E-mail The return address included in your messages. Same

Address

Send Test Enail |Sends a test message from your account to the address in t| Settings
box.

To Distribution list for spot announcements sent by CommCat. |Same

e-mail addresses and separate multiple address bycedoms.

CW
Field You Provide Where Used
Macros
CW Message Macros (F Text to be sent in Morse Code when the respectikeyHs Sending Morse Code
-F10) pressed. Note that F1 can be assigned to a Morse Code mac
to the CommCat Help system. Special characters can be inel
-seeMorse CodeHelp topic. See the Program Settingslp
window, to change how F1 is used.
Macro Slow Speed Speed at which macro messages are sent thieeBhift Key is Sending Morse Code
used along with the-key.
Macro Fast Speed Speed at which messages are sent using a macro or wherugj Sending Morse Code
character (>) is used in a macro or Shift key is used when sel
CW message via a macro.
Sidetone
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Sidetone Off

PC Speaker
Sound board
Spacing

Farnsworth Spacing

Hang

CW Hold "Hang"

Contest Serial

Contest Start

Contest Serial Length

Turns off sidetone from speaker and from sound board. If usi| Sending Morse Code
WinKeyer you can use its internal sidetone.

Sends CW sidetone to the PC speaker. @pi®on is available for Sending Morse Code
Windows Me and earlier systems (not available for NT or XP
systems).

Uses computer's sound board to create sidetone. Sending Morse Code

Regulates the rate at which characters are sent for code spe¢ Sending Morse Code
18 WPM and less. The Farnsworth rate is held at 18 WPM wi
increasing time between characters for slower sending.

Number of seconds CommCat background processes are stc| Sending Morse Code
after a CW character is sent. CW start and character timings

improved when these background processes are stopped. W

to 0, background processing is stopped indefinitely while the

Morse window has focus.

Starting serial number for contest operation. This number
increments each time a contact is logged. Enter the number (
disable the Contest Counter.

Sending Morse Code

Sets the number of characters to be sent in a serial number. |Sending Morse Code
contests require that 3 digits be sent for serial numbers belov
Serial number 9 is sent as 009 when the length is set to 3.

SendOasT Substitutes the letter T for the number 0 in contest serial nun| Sending Morse Code
Pager

Field You Provide Where Used
Type
No Pager Disables pager DX Spot notification
Pager Type Pager is capable of receiving and displaying text messages |Same
Alphanumeric
Pager Type Numeri|Pager can display humbers 0 through 9 Same
Destination
Page Destination |Page will be sent to pager by diréefephone connection to Same
Direct or Email paging service, or by-malil if a telephone connection is not

available because you are connected to the Internet

Page Destination-E | Only send pages viamail Same
mail Only
Page Destination |Only send pages by calling the paging service Same
Direct Only
Page Destination |Send a test page Same
Test Page
Details
Pager Telephone |Number used to call paging service Same
Number
Minimum Time Prevents continuous pages Same

Between Pages
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(Mins)
Pager Baud Rate

Pager PIN

Maximum Message
Block Size

Page Email
Address

Page Mail Host
Modes

Field
Names
Mode List

Add

Delete

Mode Long Name
ADIF Export Name

Award Name
Notes

Mode Tracking

Use Spot Notes for
Mode Hints

RTTY Options
For RTTY Rig uses
RTTY Offset

Log

Focus Call

Focus Call to Log

Lookup Options

Baud rate to be used when paging service is called dirgmity |Same
this number from your paging company

Identification number assigned to yquager, used when calling | Same
paging service direeget this number from your paging service

Maximum number of characters an alphanumeric pager mess Same
can contairset by paging service. Messages longer than this
numberare broken up into consecutive pages.

E-mail address used to send pages via the Internet Same
Name of your mail host used to senrtheil messages Same
You Provide Where Used

List of modes supported by CommcCat. This list can be modifi| Log, Log Report, Export, QSL
as new modes are developed.

Add a new mode to the mode list. Log, Log Report, Export, QSL
Delete a mode from the mode list. Log, Log Report, Export, QSL
Descriptive name for the mode Settings

Mode abbreviation to be included when y@xport the mode in a Export
log via Amateur Data Interchange Format (ADIF). See
http://www.hosenose.com/addr the most recent specification

for ADIF.

The mode name used when applying for @saFor example, |Award reports
SSB may be specified as PHONE.

Add any notes you wish to help understand this mode in the |Settings
future.

Synchronizes VFO B mode with VFO A mode. Frequency Control

Specifies that CommCat will use information in spot notes, st|Rig control
as RTTY, to determine the current mode.

Mode used for RTTY by your radio Mode control
Audio offset used for RTTY Frequency control

Determines how the DX Focus Call is used in the two log |Auto logbook entry
(Advanced and Quick) windows. This selection determine
the Focus Call is preloaded into the log.

Lookup when Call Logged Tells CommCat to use the callbook source you have spec/Advanced Log

to look up additional data for this contact when it is loggec
This operation can be accomplished manually by clicking
Lookup on the Advanced Log toolbar.
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Look Up Full Name

Sound Dupe Alert

Use Enter for Lookup
All Logs
All Logs Selection

When QSO Logged
When QSO Logged

Time/Date Entry

Time/Date Entry Automatic/Manu:

Preferred Style
Preferred Style

CommcCat will find the full name for the license holder ratt| Advanced Log
than just the first name.

When CommCat determines that a DX Focus Call has alr| Advanced Log
been worked, the selection bar in the Advanced Log is sh

red. When checked, this option additionally sounds an au

alarm. A file named ding.wav, located in the CommCat At

folder, is used. Yo may change this file to any other audio

file (.wav) of your choosing.

When checked, CommCat looks up information from prev| Advanced Log
contacts for the specified call rather than creating a new |
record.

Click the Logs you wish to use when All Logs is selected |Advanced Log, Awards,
Export

Data in the log data entry fields cankept or deleted when |Advanced Log
new contact is logged.

In normal operation CommCat enters the time and date fc Log
contact from the system clock. The time and date are
determined when the contact is logged. Sometimes is is
necessary to override this automatic feature, for example,

you wish to manually add contacts after the fact.

Select Advanced or Quick Log as yqureferred log data Log
window. This is the log format that opens when you open

log from File, Open Log, or you click the Logbook button ¢

the main toolbar.

eQSL
Field You Provide Where Used
eQSL User Your eQSL user name, usually your call. eQSL submissions from the Advance
Log
eQSL Password | Your eQSL password that you assign when you register for e, eQSL submissions from the Advance
Seehttp://www.egsl.cc Log
Time
Field You Provide Where Used
Offset

44


http://www.eqsl.cc/

Time Offset (read only)| The computed difference between local time at Coordinat|Beacon service; logging
Universal Time (UTC). This number is determined
automatically by your operating system.

Use Local Time Time displayed in your log and bottom status bar is in loci Logging
time. The log continues to use UTC, although local time i<
displayed.
GolList
Field You Provide Where Used

Enable GolList When checked, CommCat looks up DX Q&hanagers using the Advanced Log, QSL Manager lookup
GolList database. Ségtp://www.golist.net

Path to GolList Enter the path to the GoList Database on your system. Advanced Log, QSL Manager lookup
Database
Callbook
Field You Provide Where Used
us
United States Data Specify source of callsign data for calls in the United Stat(| Logging, call lookup
Source the source is a CIROM, an additional drive selectidrox

appears. QRZ Subscription is a paid subscription service
QRZ, which requires a password. MyQSX is available to
CommCatLive users.

International

Outside United States |Specify source of callsign data for calls outside the Unitec|Logging, call lookup
Data Source States. If the source is a @®OM, an additional drive

selection box appears. This option allows you to choose t

FCC database for US calls and a commercial database fc

others. QRZ Subscriptias a paid subscription service frorn

QRZ, which requires a password. MyQSX is available for

CommCatLive users.
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Spots Settings

% Spots Settings

=- D Spot Manager

[ Spot Manager List

b ax Hours to Retain Spats |5

Selector . :
Girid Oiptiane Minimum Spots Retained 25
Call Lookup Update Interval (3 |»
Circle Map
- My Spotz EutaTune [
- My 5
+ OHZ80 DX Summit Use Update Interval for Telnet [
Telnet

- Packet Cluster

[ ox ] [ coea |

Spots Settings Roadmap

The following table provides a roadmap for the various spots settings in CommCat:

DX Spot
Manager

Circle Map

My Spots
MyQSX

DX Summit
Telnet

Packet Cluster

DX Notify
Popup

DX Spot Mgr

Field
List

DX Spot Manager layout and timing options

Circle Map spot options

Destinations for spots you create

Spots from MyQSX (CommCatLive only)
Internet URL's and control information
URL's and details for Telnet connections
Packet Cluster settings

Settings for the DX Popup

You Provide Where Used

Max Hours to Retain|Specify number of hours before a spot is deleted from the s| DX Spot Manager

Spots

Minimum Spots
Retained

Update Interval
AutoTune

Use Update Interval |Holds Telnet spots for the Update Intert@reduce DX Spot |DX Spot Manager.

database

Leave this number of spots in the spot database no matter I/ DX Spot Manager
long they've been there

Interval in minutes between automatic Internet Cluster upda DX Spot Manager

Tune the radio to the spot frequency when a DX spot is sele, DX Spot Manager
Normally the radio is tuned after you doualick the spot
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for Telnet Manager rapid changes

Selector
Select Latest When checked, the DX Spot Manager selection bar always DX Spot Manager
Incoming Spot shows the most recent spot after new spots arrive. When nc
checked, the DX Spot Manager algaeturns to the Focus DX
Call.
Selector Determines the selector bar style for the DX Spot Manager { DX Spot Manager

Arrow/Solid/Outline |list. Select Outline to see the color of the spot. Add an arrow
the left side of the selected spot.

Auto Update The DX Spot Manager list is updated through the Internet |DX Spot Manager
automatically at an interval set by the Update Interval descri
above.
Grid Options
Horizontal Lines Chhose the style you wish to separate spots from each othe DX Spot Manager
Hide Underlines Removes underlines from DX and Spotter calls that indicate| DX Spot Manager

to the Instant Web Page. (See Call Lookup, below.)

Foreground, Set the default background and foreground colors for the sp| DX Spot Manager
Background colors |grid

Info Panel Option

Show Sunrise/Sunse| Adds calculated sunrise and sunset for the DX station in the DX Spot Manager
panel. Important Notehis option requires Internet lookup for
each spot so it will slow processing

Call Lookup
Singleclick Call Singleclick a DX or Spotter call to display the Instant Web P|DX Spot Manager
Lookup for that call. (See Grid Options, above, &iding/removing the
underlines under each call when this option is enabled.)

Circle Map

Field You Provide Where Used
Great Circle Map Maximum number of spots shown on the Great Circle Map | Great Circle Map
Maximum Spots
Shown
Show Grayline Show the grayline (sunrise/sunset) on the Great Circle Map |Great Circle Map
My Spots

Field You Provide Where Used

Logged Contacts

Add (Logged Contact: When a contact is logged, the cfléquency and note (see belo| DX Spot Manager
to My Spot Table are added as a local spot to the Spot Manager. The worked <
then appears on the Spectrum Analyzer.

Logged Contacts Not¢ Text to include in note field for local log spots DX Spot Manager
Destination

Send Spot Destinatior| When announcing a new spot (€&}, add it to the DX Spot DX Spot Manager
Spot Manager Manager List

Send Spot Destinatior| When adding a new spot (G, post it to the Internet cluster | DX Spot Manager
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DX Summit

Send Spot Destinatiot
Telnet

Send Spot Destinatiot
Packet

Send Spot Destinatiot
MyQSX

(Important noteif your Packet Cluster also forwards spots to t
Internet Cluster, do not specify Packet Cluster as well as Inte
Cluster.)

Post to the enabled Telnet connection. DX Spot Manager

When adding a new spot (G8l), post it to the Packet cluster. £ DX Spot Manager
note above.

Upload spot to MyQSX spotting system. Spots sent to MyQS |DX Spot Manager
are not forwarded to other spat systems.

Send Spot Destinatior| When adding a new spot (G, send it to the-mail distribution DX Spot Manager

E-mail

list. (Note: If you have set up a distribution rinethe DX Spot
Manager window that would also send this spot wiaadl, the
rule is ignored by CommcCat so multiplerail messages are no
sent.)

Send Spot Destinatiot| When adding a new spot (G, send it to your pageiNéte: If DX Spot Manager

Pager

MyQSX

Field
Preferences
Enable MyQSX Spot

MyQSX Auto Update| CommCat asks for new spots periodically, as set in DX Spot

Filter

Spotter must be frorr| Any continent or selected continent

All/CommCatLive
spots

you have set up a distribution rule in the DX Spot Manager
window that would also send this spot to your pager, the rule
ignored by CommCat so only one page message is sent.)

You Provide Where Used

Use MyQSX.net as a source of DX spots
Great Circle Map

Manager List, above Great Circle Map

Great Circle Map

Get all spots, or only those originatirgm CommCatLive users
Great Circle Map
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DX Spot Manager, Band Spotter

DX Spot Manager, Band Spotter
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OH2AQ DX Summit

[ Surnmit IR L

Cuztom Spotz | hittp:/ Asse, dezummit. i d=25. azps

Announcements | http:d Aeise, dezummit. fiddnnouncements. aspy

Field You Provide
Preferences

Enable DX Summit |Use DX Summit as a source of DX spots
Spots

DX Summit Auto CommcCat asks for new spots periodically, as set in DX Spot

Where Used

DX Spot Manager, Band Spotter
Great Circle Map

DX Spot Manager, Band Spotter

Update Manager List, above Great Circle Map
URLs
Custom Spots 50 HF: http://www.dxsummit.fi/DxSpots.aspx?count=50&range=| DX Spot Manager, Band Spotter
Great Circle Map
HF/CW:

http://www.dxsummit.fi/DxSpots.aspx?count=50&range=500

HF/Phone:
http://www.dxsummit.fi/DxSpots.aspx?count&@nge=501

50 VHF: http://lwww.dxsummit.fi/DxSpots.aspx?count=50&rang¢

VHF/CW:
http://www.dxsummit.fi/DxSpots.aspx?count=50&range=502

VHF/Phone:
http://www.dxsummit.fi/DxSpots.aspx?count=50&range=503

Most Wanted: http://www.dxsummit.fi/MostWantedSpots:asp

25 Plain Test (fastest download): http://www.dxsummit.fi/dx25.e

Announcements Announcements from DX Summit:
http://www.dxsummit.fi/Announcements.aspx

49

Tools, Web



Telnet

Field

Name

URL
Port
Call Prompt

SSID @dvanced)

Keepalive

Packet Cluster

Field
Model
Model
Port
Port
Advanced

Commands
Packet Node

Connect Command

Disconnect Commanc, Command used to disconnect from the Packet node

Get DX Command

You Provide Where Used

"Friendly" name of the Telnet Site. Four Telnet sites are Telnet Window
provided by CommcCat. You can change any or all to sites o

your choice.

Actual URL to access Telnet server Telnet Window

Telnet port of remote server, usually Port 23. Telnet Window

The prompt used by the Telnet site to ask for your call, norn|Connecting to a Telnet site.
"Please enter your call:". This prompt is used for automatic
logon.

ID Some Telnet connections require an
SSID.

When checked, CommcCat attempts to keep the Telnet Connecting to a Telnet site.
connection active even though data is not being processed.

checked, most Telnet sites will disconnect due to inactivity.

You Provide Where Used

Select the TNC model you are using. Packet window; DX Spot window

Select the Port through which your TNC is connected TNC control and data

Change the default communications parameters for the selec| TNC control and data
TNC

Call sign of the Packet Cluster node ywish to use. This call is |Packet window; DX Spot window
only required if you wish to connect to the ne@mmCat does
not require that you be connected to monitor spots

Command used to connect to the Packet Node Packet node communications
Packet node communications

Retrieve a list of the most recently reported DX spots from thi| Packet window; DX Spot window
Packet node. You must be connected to ekt for this to
function

Show Users Comman | Display a list of stations currently connected to the Packet no| Packet window

Get WWV
Notes

Command Mode
Command Mode Cttl

C/Escape

Force Cmd when
disconnect

Notes
Notes (Logged

Command to get latest WWV reports Packet window

Place to include notes about the Packet node, such as freque Settings
location.

Select the character required to force your TNC to the commi Packet window
mode.

Check this option to force the TNC to go to the command mo Packet window
when the Disconnect button is pressed

Note added to the local spot. You can tigs note to filter how |DX Spot Manager
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Contacts) the spot will be treated (color, for example) by any rules you |

defined.
DX Notify Popup
Field You Provide Where Used
DX Notify Popup
Style Select the style of the popup window DX Spot Manager
Transparency Select how much of the background behind the popup shows tt| DX Spot Manager
Fade In/Out Does popup fade in and out, or simply tunr on and off. DX Spot Manager
Test DX Popup See how the popup will look DX Spot Manager

CommCatLive Settings
See the CommCatLiv@etting StartedHelp topic.

Update 3/2009
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Radio Connections and Settings
Overview

¢ CommcCat controls radios through serial pdvtany radios require a level converter for proper
operation. Up to 4 radios can be configured in CommCat.

e Morse code Keying can be done through a serial or parallel port. A simple interface circuit is required
(see below). The K1EL WinKeyer may also be uséti Radio A.

¢ The CommCat Spectrum Analyzer requires that audio from your radio be fed to the input of an audio
card (Soundblaster) in your computer.

e Optional PTT control of the radio can be done through a serial or parallel port.

e Several radios have adwed settings to set preferences.

Supported Radios

CommCat works with a wide range of radios. A list of supported radios is provided below. New radios are
added after tests have shown compatibility, so this list may not be complete.

Yaesu FT100D, FT7ZGX, FT757GX, FT817, FT847, FT857, FT897, FT900, FT920, FT950, FT990, FT1000,
FT1000D, FT1000mp, FT1000 Mark V, FT2000,-B¥9000

Kenwood TS440s, TS850, TS870, TS950, TS2000

Icom IC706MKII, IC706MKIlg, IC718, IC725, IC735,C746, IC7T46PRO, IC756, IC756PRO, IC756 PROII, IC i
PRO IlI, IC775, IC781, IC7000, IC7400, IC7700, IC7800

Elecraft K2, K3, K3 + Sub Receiver

Collins KWM380

Ten Tec Pegasus, Jupiter (both with support provitledugh program such as N4PY), Orion I, Orion IIl, Omni VI+

Alinco DX77

Ham Radio Use HRD to control your radio and CommCat to help chase DX, feeding frequency and mode data to H
Deluxe

Flexradio PowerSDR Native

Serial Communications

Radios are controlled by CommCat through serial ports. (CommCat supports the Collin88Whtough a
parallel port.) It is not possible at this time to control a radio directly through a USB port, so if your computer
does not have an available serialtparUSBto-serial adaptor is necessary.

Any serial port from 1 through 10 can be used. Many radios have fixed communication parameters, in which
case CommCat sets the necessary Baud rate, data bits, parity and stop bits. These parameters can be specified
in the File, Settings, Radio/Ant window for those radios that are adjustable. When the communications
parameters are adjustable, it is generally best to set the Baud rate as high as possible to improve
communications and control performance. It may besserg to reduce the Baud rate if communications are
unreliable.

Some radios require the addition of a level converter to adapt-3RSignal levels. Level converters are
available from the rig's manufacturers or other suppliers for this purpose, caryaonstruct your own for a
significant savings. Sample schematics are provided below.
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Radio Timeout

CommcCat maintains a steady dialog with your radio. If the communications are interrupted for any reason
perhaps you turned off your radi@ommCat atteipis to reestablish communications for-PD seconds. If
reconnection fails, a warning window is displayed asking if you wish CommCat to keep trying. If you don't
respond, or you click No, further attempts to establish contact with your rig are haltedditheill be
reconnected if you restart the program, or you can force CommCat to try again bydliculsig the rig

status pane in the bottom status bar. Rig timeout can be turned off in the File, Settings, Program window.

Audio

The CommCat Spectrum Atyzer receives its audio signal from your radio via the sound card in your
computer. Many radios have a fixkrel audio output connection which is ideal for this application.

If your radio only has a connection for an external speaker, it may be mgdesasse this audio source. If this

is the case, provisions may have to be made to feed an external speaker in addition to the sound card. The
audio level will vary as you adjust the volume control on the radio, which will cause the Spectrum Analyzer
dispay to vary. A slider audio level control is provided on the Spectrum Analyzer window so the display can
be adjusted.

Audio level
slider

If your radio has an external speaker jack, try inserting the audio plug into the audio jack far enough to pick up
the audio signal, but not far enough to disable the internal speaker.

Use thestereo sound card Line Input if your radio provides left (tip) and right (ring) channels corresponding to
the main and sub VFO's.

Open the Volume Control window for your sound system and make sure the Line Input mute check box is not
checked and that th@lume slider is in the upper half of its range. If you are using the microphone input, open

the Recording Control window and make sure the Microphone input is enabled and that the level control is at
least in midrange.

CW Keying

CommCat provides CW keygnthrough a dedicated connection in a serial or parallel port. The serial port can
often be the same port used to control the radio. You may also use the K1EL Winkeyer with Radio A.

For connection to the serial port, use the circuit shown below. The 4¥&&olator provides electrical
isolation from the computer to your radio.
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DTR o, =
GND :_.\/.\E L_

104001

!

!

Use the schematic below for connection to a parallel port.

e
. 1he p
17

] 2n2222
18 -

PTT

PTT (Push To Talk) control from CommCat can be done through the data control stream, or through a
dedicated connection in a serial or parallel port. The ¢§ BT T control can be specified in the File, Settings,
Radio/Ant window. Not all radios support PTT Control though the data stream.

Special Considerations By Manufacturer

Yaesu

The 1000MP and later rigs have RS2 ports which do not require a level coreer

x

Cwf Sideband
f+ |ISE
{~ LSE

— Part Parameters

Data bits IE "I
Staop bits |2 "I
Parity Inu:une "I

Use RTS [~ Ok
Use DTR [ Cancel

An advanced setting is available for the Yaesu rigs that allows you to set the port parameters and a preferred
sideband for the CW mode. Open the Yaesu Advanced Rig Settings window from tBefilgs, Station,
Radio/Ant window. Yaesu radios normally receive CW in the upper sideband (USB) mode. Select LSB to have
CommCat use the LSB mode by default.
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lcom

Icom radios require additional settings. Each Icom radio is assigned a unique hex addriEssnany
models, it is possible for you to change this default assignment. Enter the actual address used by your radio in
the Advanced Port Settings window.

Some Icom interfaces require that the RTS or DTR lines on the port be held high. (Théelouitequires

that DTR be held high.) If your interface requires that either or both lines be held high, check the appropriate
box. Finally, some Icom radios, such as the 775, have a great deal of flexibility in their filter settings. The CW
and SSB filte settings can be customized for radios that require it.

The C}V interface allows more than one Icom radio to be connected to a single serial port. CommCat
normally prevents you from assigning more than one radio to the same serial port. When Icoareadios
installed, CommCat alerts you when you assign more than one radio to the same port, but allows you to
proceed.

The CHV Transceive and GV with IC-731 options in your Icom radio must be turned off.

™ Advanced Port and Radio Settings ed |

— Port Parameters———— — Default Filter Contral Filter Preferences
| — M armow
anere WE MNC 30
* First Uze Only
Data bits |2 ~ — O Wide

{~ On Mode Change W MNE 3

Stop bitz I'I - I

_ — Cwf Filter Default————— — 558 Mamrow
Barity |none = Wi MNE 30| W MNC 3
UssRTS T | _c5p Fiter Defaut———— —S5B Wide
Use DTR [ Wl MM 3 Wl MM 3
— Rig Address
Default Addrezs O Address |EI1 0k Cancel

The IC7800 retains filtesettings for each mode so the CommcCat filter settings are disabled for this radio.
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Icom Interface bYG3VGR

The Icom Interfacehown below provides a simple way to connect your computer to an lcom radio. The
resistors labeled 4k7 are 4700 ohm-dit resistors. This circuit uses the serial DTR line for power, so be
sure to set the DTR High option in the Radio settings windowe D@8VGR, has given permission to include
this circuit diagram in the CommCat manual.

Icom CI-V Interface

Fernale % é

2 pin 4l7 4k 7

O-Type

2 O

1 g}—ﬂ—u'INEIM 3.5mm

4 Mana

6 10k 4k7 Plug

3 0—+ E—’\/\/\m—o Tip

T HE14] —s o Body

10uF/ 16y 2w ZME222A

5 o

Kenwood

Some Kenwood radios allow you to set the serial communications Baud rate higher than 4800. Click
Advanced... on the Radios settings window to choose another Baud rate.

Elecraft

The Elecraft KIO2 Aux I/O option and firmware 2.01 or higher are requirecbfapater control of the K2.

™ Elecraft Advanced Rig Settings x|
— Cwf Filter Marmaw—  — CWw Filker wWide——  — CWw Sideband ——
f* FL1 £ FL1 " Elecraft
 FLZ f FLZ 21 MHz and up
uzes LISE
 FL3  FL3
Below 21 MH
r FL4 r FL4 s e
—55B Filter M — 1 55B Filter \Wide——
ilker Marraw ilter wfide & Usa
f* FL1 £ FL1 ~ LSE
 FLZ f FLZ
 FL3  FL3
" FL4 " FL4
Cancel |
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Two advanced CommCat settings are provided for the K2. The advanced settings are reached by going to the
File, Settings, Radio/Ant window and clicking Advanced.

The first advanced setting controls your preferred filter choiage8Wé and SSB. The second provides a way
to set a preferred sideband for CW operation.

Four bandpass filters can be present in the K2. The CommCat Spectrum Analyzer window has buttons to select
"wide" or "narrow" bandpasses. The filter setting has prowssionsetting a preferred filter for CW narrow,
CW wide, SSB narrow and SSB wide.

The K2 receiver design uses lower sideband (LSB) in the CW receive mode for frequencies below 21MHz,
and upper sideband (USB) at and above 21MHz. Use the CW Sidebandteattingse the K2 design, USB

for all bands, or LSB for all bands. When you choose USB, the K2 will show the mode as CWr (CW reverse)
on CW frequencies below 21 MHz. With LSB the K2 will show CWr on 21 MHz and above. If you wish to
use the CommCat Spectrudnalyzer with the K2, many prefer to use USB since pile ups generally use "split

up".

TenTec

{% Ten-Tec Advanced Settings

|'F'ath to Radio Control Panel Program

I-:: Lpegasus EI

Cancel |

Some TeRnTec radios use the same communications control as Icom radios. Check your manual to see if you
can use your Teilec radio with CommCat by selecting Icom.

The Pegasus and Jupiter radios interface with CommcCat through-pdhiygorogram, such alét provided

by N4PY. Set the path to the control program in the Ten Tec Advanced Settings window. Start the control
program before you start CommcCat.

The Orion Il and Orion Il are directly supported by CommCat.

Collins KWM380

The Collins KWM380 has limitd control of operating frequency through the keypad port when that option has
been added. The interface operates through a parallel port. CommcCat uses LPT1: to control the KWM380.

Parallel Connector KWM380 Keypad Connector
2

© 0lN OO0 M w
0 Nl b~ WN
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1825 10

In addition to the connections in the table above, the following loopback jumpers are also required on the
computer end of the KWM380 control cable for Windows NT and XP computers:

1to 13 (Strobe to select)

10 to 16 (ACK to INIT)

11 to 17 (BUSY to SLCTIN)

12 to 20 (PAPER END to GND)

Selecting a Radio

Three radios can be configured in CommCat. The radio you wish to be active is selected from the Rig toolbar
or from the File menu. Yomay also turn off control to all radios by selecting Off. The hot keys Ctrl+F1
through Ctrl+F3 can be used to enable a radio or use Ctrl+F5 to disable all radios.

Settings g
Maintenance
|7
Work Offline i) & ==
Exit Rlig C Cini+H=3
RigD il =4
= B A | = = .
[ B L 1] OFF oFF Rig Mone Ctrl4F5

Radios that are not configured are dimmed in the toolbad and menu

To activate the Rig toolbar, rigltick over the toolbar and select Rig.

Updated 7/2008
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Logs

CommCat provides a flexible system for maintaining QSO logs. Information about contacts is maintained in
logbooks. Yowcan have as many logbooks as you wish. Perhaps you wish to keep a separate log for RTTY
operation, or for QRP. It is easy to move contact records from one logbook to another and to switch from one
logbook to another. Award data is kept for each logbook.

Logbooks are kept in Master Logs. Master Logs are completely independent from each other. Master Logs are
useful if more than one operator is using CommcCat such as when several of your family members hold
licenses.

Each Master Log carries the call, name, mgdpreferences for the logbooks it contains. In addition, the path
to the digital mode program MixW is kept separately. Separate logs are kept by MixW when it is installed in
more than one folder.

The only way to move contact data from one Master Lamtiher is through ADIF export and import. QSO
records can be moved from one logbook to another within a Master Log by using Copy and Paste.

Existing Master Logs are opened, or new Master Logs created, from the File menu.

Updated 10/2007
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Internet Connections

CommcCat uses a connection to the Internet for many of its functions. The following is a list of operations that
require this connection:

H{}: = @ @ 4 Lookup  3v8SM

3V8$M T

IDESTALL S P

Tun|5|a

LOCAL
WEATHER

COLUNTRY

INFO LS

LINKS

Personal Informatlon for 3V8SM

Address:
Relative location:
E-mail Address:
Home Page:

QSL Manager:
Biography:
Photo:

Data Source:

Data Status:

Houmtessouk, Djerba
6424 8 miles at 35 8 degrees
dl1bdfi@t-online de

http-//gsv_to/3vEst
DL1BDE

3V ESM Biography
3VEBSM Photo
QRZ via Internet

Coordinates not found so all calculations based on location are

approximate.

[

[Map Kew =3 &

| Done | GRZ via Intemet

Instant Web Page, including weather

Internet DX Cluster spot retrieval

Callsign lookup (if configured for an ternet source)
Time correction (if activated)

E-mail spot notification (if activated)

QSL template exchange

DX Spot Manager Rule Profile exchange

CommcCat can use any Internet connection ranging frorrugiaio a broadband connection that is

continuously ative. CommCat tests the Internet connection when it starts to see if an active connection is
present. When CommCat determines that there is a net connection, the Net status light at the bottom of the
main screen is green.

See the CommCiénternet settingtopic for information on the necessary settings.
E-mail Technical Requirements

CommCat uses SMTP (Simple Mail Trangfeptocol) and POP3 for altraail functions. If your Internet
service does not send and receive mail using these protocols, the Commegdlauactions will not work.

60


Configuring_CommCat.htm#Internet_Cluster

(CommcCatLive subcribers can use the MyQSX mail system, however.) Since AOL usesetgropystem
for mail exchange, AOL is not compatible with CommGanal functions.

Updated 10/2007
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TNC Connections

Computer

Receiver Audio RS-232 Data

THC

Mic and PTT Control

CommCat connects to a VHF/UHF Packet repeater through a radio and TNC (Terminal Node Controller). The
TNC converts audio tones coming from the radio into data, and data into audio tones to be transmitted and
PTT control for the transitter. The TNC is connected to a serial port on your computer.

See the CommC#acket settingopic for more information on configuring CommcCat to communicate with
the TNC and your packet node.

Updated 10/2007
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Antennas and Rotors

Setting your preferences for antennas and rotors is easier than it may first appear. The CommCat Ant/Rotor
setup provides a great deal of flexibility allowing you to define multiple antennas, specify what banil they

be used on, and assigning rotors to rotatable antennas. Once you have specified your antennas, the direction of
those that are rotatable can be controlled by CommCat, and the correct antenna can be automatically added to
log entries. Antennas and roscare specified in three steps, shown below.

% Radio and Antenna Settings
®\~ = - Ant/Ratar
‘Fh::;\ Antennas Band
Fart \‘-- Description pRator | Offset |~ | Band |8 [»)
Wer s 1 TH 11 D () [o 30R |2
. 2 Mertical el T |2
3 |MSquared 13EEmMemBeam . o~ [0 0 20R |1
BTT ' 4 |Satelite Antenna 2 meters T —10 |0 20T |1
i N E [Satellite Anterna .7 meters " 0 17R A,
®/ mnplifier P £ |rone 0 0 T )
* Hadio B 7 |hone ~ 1] 0 15R 1
- Radio C & [none P [ el 15T 1 1
#-Radio D o // & - I ey 1=
- Al R adios / Rators
-‘e‘ﬂt-"HUtUT hodel Port Baud | Data| Parity | Stop Bike
- Wink.eyer 1 HyGain DCU-1 COM1: 4800 g 5} 2
LP none nane 4800 B h 1
@-—-—-"‘ 3 [none nane 4800 8 [N 1
(o [ o ]

1. Specify Antennas

e Enter a description for each antenna. This will normally be the manufacturer's model number, or a
short description if hombuilt. Each antenna is thus assigned a number, such as "1" for the "TH 11
DX" beam, above.

¢ Check the band boxes where the antenna can be used. This is only used for your reference. Later, in
step 2, you will specify your preferences for each band using the antenna numbers.

e Enter direction offsets in the provided column. (If your beam pointshNuanen the rotor controller
shows North, enter 0.)

2. Specify Band Preferences

¢ Specify the antenna you wish to use for Receive (R) and Transmit (T) on each band using the antenna
number assigned above. The "TH 11" (antenna 1) is used on 20 through 19iM#terview above.

3. Specify Rotors

e Click the Model field in the Rotors grid to specify any rotors you are using. The list of supported
rotors is accessed by clicking the down arrow on the right end of the Model field. Select the rotor you
are using fra the list.
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Supported Rotors

Idiom Press RotorEZ, RotorCard

Hy Gain DCU-1 (Note: the DCUI does not send bearing info back to CommCat)
M2, Inc. RC2800

Yaesu SDX

EAATX ARSWIN

Heath HD-1780

¢ Enter the rotor number for assigned rotors in the Antennas Rotor No. field. TheEZdrmtor
Controller is used with the "Roof" antenna in the view above.
e Complete the rotor setup by specifying the remaining rotor parameters.

Updated 10/2008
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LPT Control

CommcCat can control external devices through a parallel port depending on band. The Top Ten Devices Six
Way Antenna Relay Box is one device that can be used.

' Radio and Antenna Settings

- LPT
=-Radio A )
Fadio @ None Select Band, click Set Relay to test
Prort -
Lag Mame ) Top Ten 20 =
O 40k

30M

SetRel
Arnplifierd P

pot e

Fadio B
Radio C
Radio O
All Radioz
Ant/Rotor
#-Wink.eyer
LFT

- - -

| o || cance |

To use this feature, select Top Ten in the Device listcBtide parallel port you wish to use. You can test the
connections by clicking the Set Relay button after selecting a band.

Updated 3/2009
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Call Sign Lookup

CommCat provides a number of ways to look up information about other stations. Informatienfoand

from one of three commercially available GMs, the FCC database included with CommCat, or from the
Internet. To add or change the Callbook settings, open the File, Settings, Station window and click the
Callbook tab.

@ Station Settings

Callbook S

=- Station
Call
Address Data Source | BRZ Subscription] w
Location
E -mnail
Cw
Pager
todes
Log
edsL
#- Time
GoList
=- Callboak.
s
Irnternational

A e e

| Hep | | ook || cencel |

CommCat allows two independent callbook sources to be used, one for United States calls and the other for all
other calls. You may wish to use the FCC dataf@sgS calls and an Internet source for all others.

CD-ROM Databases

Three CDROM radio amateur databases are supported by CommCat.

Radio Amateur Callbook (RAC) QRZ! HamcCall
PO. Box 2013 QRZ Order Department Buckmaster Publishing
Lakewood, NJ 08701 1202 W. Vista Ave. Mineral, Virginia 23117

Phoenix, AZ 85021

The CDROM data can be used from a @M drive on your system, or, if you have sufficient hard disk
space, from your hard disk.

Moving the Call Sign Database to your Hard Dive

Using the databases on a hard drive rather than-RGM drive can provide much better performance,
resulting in faster operation. The table below summarizes the requirements for using the data from one of the
three supported GIROMs is this way.
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CD-ROM Type Required Hard Disk Space Required CDROM Files CD-

ROM
Folder
HamCall 190 MB hamcall.dat, hamcall.idx, hamcall.cd: \hamO
hamcall.rdx
QRZ! 80 MB callbkc.dat, callbkc.idx \callbk
RAC 710 MB all files in CD-ROM \data directory  \data

Copy the required files from the GROM folder listed in the table into a folder on your hard disk having the
same name. For example, if you wish to install the RAC database on drive C:, create a new\fizldento:
which to move the files. Go to CommCat File, Settings, Station, Callbook to specify the drive you will be
using.

To copy a file or folder

1. In My Computer or Windows Explorer, click the file or folder you want to copy.
2. On the Edit menu, click Copy.

3. Open the folder or disk where you want to put the copy.

4. On the Edit menu, click Paste.

To select more than one file or folder to copy, hold down the CTRL key, and then click the items you want.
To select a folder in the left pane of Windows Explorer, dlekfolder.
CommCat FCC Database

The FCC publishes the amateur radio database which can be downloaded from the FCC site on the web. To be
used with CommCat, this database must be located on your hard disk.

The FCC updates the Amateur data using a paaialbase on a daily basis. The complete updated database is
available from the FCC once per week. CommCat uses the complete database and is not able to use the daily
partial updates.

See thd=CC Dataopic in the Maintenancestion of CommCat help for more information about downloading
and keeping your database current.

Internet Lookup

CommCat can obtain call sign data from the MyQSX.net site or from QRZ.com. Both sources require that you
subscribe to its respective service. dse one of these services you must also have an Internet connection.
Choose the call sign lookup service you wish to use from the list on the CommCat File, Settings, Station,
Callbook US or Intrernational window.

To learn more about CommCatLive or the Q8uUbscription service, see titemmCator QRZ.comweb site.

When you select QRZ Subscription you must also enter the password provided by QRZ by clicking the
Password button.
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GolList for QSL Manager Lookup

The Golist http://www.golist.neX is a subscription service that provides weekly updates with current QSL
manager information for DX stations. A sample GolList file has been provided by KhxNs éound in the

Golist folder on the CEROM. Enable GoList and set the path to the GoList database from the Files, Settings,
Station, Callbook window. To use Golist, click Lookup on the Advanced Log toolbar. If one or more QSL
Managers for the currentDcall is found, you are asked to select the proper one. Click OK to have the DX
QSL Manager's call added to the QSL Manager field for the current contact.

Updated 5/2008
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Pager

Overview

DX spots coming from the Internet or a PadRktster can trigger a number of forms of natification from
CommCat. If you have a Numeric or Alphanumeric pager, DX spot announcements can be sent directly to your
pager.

CommCat supports Numeric and Alphanumeric pagers. Numeric pagers receive anddigplaynbers
from O through 9, while alphanumeric pagers normally receive and display upper case ASCII text.

Pages can be sent in one of three ways depending on the type of paging service you have. The most common
and limited paging option is by telephoa®if you had placed the call yourself and left a page message.
CommCat dials your paging number, then sends a stream of digits that represent the frequency on which the
spot is operating. This simple form of communicating with your pager has two dissgksonly numbers

can be sent, and CommCat has no way of knowing if your page was actually received by the paging service.

Alphanumeric pages can be sent directly to your pager via a special telephone number provided by the paging
service. This number %0t the same as the number someone might use to send you a page using their
telephone touch pad. In addition to the special telephone number, your paging service must provide several
additional pieces of information that are required to complete the d@mekhe Baud rate in use and your

pager PIN number are also needed.

Many paging services also have the ability to accept alphanumeric pages as an email message sent to a special
address. CommcCat can use this route once you have provided the asso@dtaddzass.

If you use the same telephone modem for sending pages and for your connection to the Internet, CommCat has
a paging option that checks the telephone connection to see if it is available for direct paging. If it is busy,
CommcCat then checks see if you are connected to the Internet. If so, the page is sent as an email message.

Alphanumeric pages are only sent for new information. Multiple pages are not sent by CommCat for spots that
have the same call, frequency and time even though suchsgptsppear in the spot list.

When DX spot announcements are received by the Web or through a Packet Cluster they are displayed on the
DX Spot Manager window. As they arrive they are checked against the rules you have set up to see if any
action is requird. If you have specified that you wish to be notified through your pager, a pager message is
constructed and held until the Minimum Time Between Pages timer releases it. If the page is being sent to a
numeric pager, only the last DX spot is included inrtfessage.

For alphanumeric pages that are longer than your paging system accepts, the messages can be broken up into
shorted message which are then sent sequential\Rdder Settingwindow provides alpce to enter the
Maximum Number of Characters per Block.

Updated 10/2007

69


Configuring_CommCat.htm#Pager

Beacons

Overview

The Northern California DX Foundation has sponsored 18 CW beacons around the world. By monitoring these
beacons it is possible to determine whether a band iswtlyropen to the location of the beacon.

CommCat provides the ability to monitor and identify beacon transmissions to help determine band conditions.
Beacon transmissions are made on the 20, 18, 15, 12 and 10 meter amateur bands. Not all beacons are
available on all bands, although time slots are provided for each of the 18 stations. Additional details
describing the worlavide beacon system appear below (map provided by the NCDXC Foundation).

The Tuner and Map windows provide beacon information and monitoring control. To tune the radio to the
beacon frequency on one of the supported bands:

e Open the Tuner window

e Click Beacons

e Click the beacon icon (triangle) ingtband you wish to monitor
Beacon Locations

Use the Map window to display the location of all beacon stations. To display the beacon locations:

e Open the Map window
e Click Beacons

Beacon locations are marked on the map by "+" symbols. If you are curremikprimgy a beacon frequency
(using the steps above), a line is drawn from your location to each beacon location as its turn comes.
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The following information is taken directly from the Northern California DX Foundation web site at
http://www.ncdxf.org

Please visit their web site for the latest information about beacon status and schedules.
NCDXF/IARU Beacon Transmission Schedule

The table below gives the minute and secwitdin each hour of the start of the first transmission of each of
beacon on each frequency. Each CW transmission cycle is repeated every three minutes. A transmission
consists of the call sign of the beacon sent at 22 words per minute followed by fe@cond dashes. The

call sign and the first dash are sent at 100 watts. The remaining dashes are sent at 10 watts, 1 watt and 0.1
watts.

The actual starting time of each transmission is approximately twenty milliseconds after the nominal time due

to the keing delay of the transmitter. Equipment used at each beacon site inckieles@d TS50S

transmitter, &CushcraftR-5 vertical antenna, &rimble NavigatioPAc ut i me E GPS recei ver (r ¢
and renamed thealasad&€) and a c ont rGDXH. Eor moteinforimationhsge: t he N

The NCDXF/IARU International Beacon NetwdnkJohn G. Troster and Robert S. Fabry, QST, October 1994
pp. 3133 and November 1994 pp.-59

The NCDXF/IARU International Beacon Projést John G. Troster and Robert S. Fabry, QST, September
1997 pp. 4748

or contact the Northern California DX Foundation, PO Box 1328, Los Altos, CA U828 USA.

Latest Beacon News

Slot DX Entity Call 14.100 | 18.110 | 21.150 | 24.930 | 28.200 Operator Status
1 UnitedNations |4ULUN |00:00 |00:10 |00:20 |00:30 |00:40 |UNRC OK
2 Canada VESAT 00:10 |00:20 |00:30 |00:40 |00:50 |RAC OK
3 United States W6WX |00:20 |00:30 |00:40 |00:50 |01:00 |NCDXF OK
4 Hawaii KH6WO |00:30 |OFF 00:50 |OFF 01:10 |KH6BYU OK
5 New Zealand ZL6B 00:40 |00:50 |01:00 |01:10 |01:20 |NZART OK
6 Australia VK6RBP |00:50 |01:00 |01:10 01:20 |01:30 |WIA OK
7 Japan JA2IGY |01:00 |01:10 |01:20 |01:30 |01:40 |JARL OK
8 Russia RR90O 01:10 01:20 |01:30 |01:40 |01:50 SRR Off, being repaired
9 HongKong VR2B 01:20 |01:30 |01:40 |01:50 02:00 |CRSA HARTS OK
10 |SriLanka 4S7B 01:30 01:40 |01:50 |02:00 |02:10 |RSSL OK
11 |SouthAfrica ZS6DN |01:40 |01:50 02:00 |02:10 02:20 |ZS6DN OK
12 |Kenya 574B 01:50 |02:00 [02:10 |02:20 02:30 |RSK OK
13 |lsrael 4X6TU |02:00 |02:10 |02:20 02:30 |02:40 |IARC OK
14 |Finland OH2B 02:10 |02:20 |02:30 |02:40 02:50 |SRAL OK
15 |Madeira CS3B 02:20 |02:30 |02:40 |02:50 00:00 |ARRM OK
16 |Argentina LU4AA |02:30 02:40 |02:50 |00:00 |00:10 |RCA OK
17 |Peru OA4B 02:40 |02:50 |00:00 |00:10 |00:20 |RCP OK
18 |Venezuela YV5B 02:50 |00:00 |00:10 |00:20 |00:30 |RCV OK

Updated 10/2007
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Focus DX Call

The Focus DX Call is the call sign that CommCat uses as a default call. Many windows, such as the Instant
Web Page, use the Focus DX Call to create a view. Other windowsastleh Log window, are preloaded

with the Focus DX Call automatically to facilitate special functions, such as logging. The Focus DX Call is
displayed in the caption bar of the main CommCat window.

Focus DX Call (VT3NS

E‘f} CommCat (LOGBOOK: Main) V73NS Marshall Is.

”Eile Edit Tools Awards Reports Window Help 2

mEEEsEEE W

In general, the Focus DX Call is the call sign of the most recent station to which CommCat was instructed to
tune.

There are a number of ways to establish the current DX Call.

Doubleclick aspot in the DX Spot Manager window

Look up a call in the Advanced Log window

Log a new contact

Open an Instant Web Page by specifying a new DX Call

Tune the radio from the Packet Cluster window

Tune the radio from the Internet Cluster window

Tune the radido a new spot by doublgicking a spot on the Spectrum Analyzer window
Tune the radio to a new spot by doublieking a spot on the World Map window

Tune the radio to a new spot by doublieking a spot on the Band Spotter window.

Updated 10/2007
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Entity Identification

Each Entity is assigned a unique number by CommCat called the DXCC Number. This number, rather than the
name of the entity, is used by the program to find information about entities including award status.

The DXCC Numbers come from the Amateur Data Interchange Format (ADIF) specification which is used by
many logging programs as a means for exchanging data. DXCC Numbers are assigned below 1000. Numbers

above 1000 can be assigned for use by CommCat whem emtigy is not found in the list.

CommcCat uses the DXCC Number that is listed in the Entity Grid. The Entity Grid is opened from File,
Maintenance, Entity, Entity Grid. In the view below, Abu Ail (not an active entity) has the unique DXCC

Number of 2.

™ Entity Grid

Abu Al

L C WMumber Column

(Entity Name | Prefix | Delete

&1

ete

14.6

DIXCC Abbr
21| 36 2 42,48 -2 -

Beqin Date
/58
/15445

Afghanistan hrs 1 -4.5 1

African ltaly 1G4 [0 |AaF | 33| 37| 248 354 1245 -1

Agalega & St Brandd| 387 [0 |&F | 39|53 4 |104 bE.6 -4 | -ab | 11715445

Aland 1z, OHD | [0 |EU| 15| 18 5 |e0.2 20 -2 -a | 11/15/45

Alazka KL [ [NA| O N B JE1.2 150 g uz | 11/A15/5

Albania S [ |EU| 15| 28 73 194 1 al 1115545

Aldabra W94 AF | 39| B3 a |9 46 -4 | -ad | 11715445 B/28/76
[ ctive: 335 [ Inactive; 58 [

To edit the information for any entity, doukbick the entity of interest.

To change the order the data are displayed, click the header of the data you wish to use as the order. For

(-1 0K Spot Mansger [Pral|

b | NAmas |
I | A1AGHS |
o | TINGAS |

WL Hn [T TesaObzet [45
Labuck  [H& Loghade 22
BagnlDua [iiA5E Ed |
[ = Dinkiad [
ikl Entity. J Fh“li:Erﬁ.]

2]
Spmcd Ll ™
Diadatad ™

In 1o balorm
Sedd Hure Prafm .

Frarsarea iz Frafn - ]

]

e

o |

example, to see the entity list in order bY@C Number, click the DXCC header.
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If you find that the award summaries reported by CommCat are incorrect, the first place to look is the DXCC
Number in the Entity List or the log.

Updated 10/2007
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Keyboard Shortcut Reference

Window control

Alt + K Morse Code Window

Ctrl+ E CW Message Settings

F12 Advanced Log

Ctrl + F12 Quick Log

Shift + F12 Spectrum Analyzer

Ctrl+ S Send DX Spot Announcement

Rig and Rotor control

Ctrl + F1 Enable Rig A

Ctrl + F2 Enable Rig B

Ctrl + F3 Enable Rig C

Ctrl + F5 Enable Rig D

Ctrl + F6 Disable all radios
F11 Rotor Go Short Path
Ctrl + F11 Rotor Go Long Path
Alt + F11 Rotor Stop

CW Messages

Esc Stop outgoing code and flush typbead buffer
Alt + F9 Message normal speed slower by 2 WPM
Alt + F10 Message normal speed faster by 2 WPM
F1 CW Message 1 or Help

F2-F10 CW Messages (normal Speed)

Shift F2- F10 CW Messages (high speed)

Ctrl+ E Display CW Message Settings

Editing

Ctrl+ C Copy

Ctrl +V Paste

Ctrl + X Cut

Ctrl + A Select All

Ctrl+Zz Undo

Ctrl + F Find

Log

F12 Advanced Log
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Ctrl + F12
Ctrl + N

Ctrl + O
Alt+C
Space

Shift + Space
Ctrl + Space

Alt + Space
Enter

Ctrl + Enter

Shift + Enter

Quick Log

New Log

Open Log

Select call in Call text box

Find matching calls in log (Adv Log)

Find matching entities in log (Adv Log)

Find matching calls in log for current band and mode

(Adv Log)

Fond matching entities in log for current band and m

(Adv Log)

Enter current contact into log (can be used for looku

Advanced Log depending @etting3

Saves the cuent time as the start time for a QSO. Th
allows you to fill in the blanks for a QSO while

preserving the correct start time.

Enter ending time and date to the contact selected ir

detail grid (Advanced Log)

Tuning via Keyboard

VFO A UP
VFO A DOWN
VFO B UP

VFO B DOWN

Ctrl + Pgbn
Ctrl + PgUp
Ctrl + End

Ctrl + Home

10 KHz 1 KHz
Shift + Right Arrow Right Arrow
Shift + Left Arrow Left Arrow
Ctrl + Shift + Right Ctrl + Right
Arrow Arrow
Ctrl + Shift + Left Ctrl + Left
Arrow Arrow

VFO A receives

VFO B receives

End Split Operation

Set VFO B = VFO A, Split mode

Updated 10/2007

100 Hz 10 Hz
Shift + Plus Key Plus Key
Shift + Minus Key Minus Key

Ctrl + Shift + Plus Key |Ctrl + Plus

Key
Ctrl + Shift + Minus Ctrl +
Key Minus Key
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Getting Help

CommcCat provides help in a number of formats. Many of these formats can be customized to suit your
personal preferences.

Main Help

Additional help is available for most windowsough the Windows help system. The Help window associated
with a window can be opened in several ways:

e Press the F1 key if you have configured CommCat to provide help when the F1 key is pressed (rather
than send CW Message 1).

e Use the Help Menu. Menu setions are provided for opening the context Help, Search and Index
views of the Help window. Press Alt to open the Help menu.

What's This? Help

Some CommCat windows have context sensitive What's This? help available for each control on the the
window.

If the What's This? button appears on the window's title bar:

Click the What's This? button. The mouse pointer changes to a question mark.

Position the mouse pointer over any control in the window

Click the left mouse button

When you have finished revidéwg the help for that control, click anywhere else on the window or
press the Escape key to close the What's This? help pane.

Tool Tips

With Tool Tips enabled (File, Settings, Prograte]p), when you movéhe Mouse pointer over a control or
field, a brief help message is displayed.

CommCat Technical Support

Help is available online by email for problems you may encounter while using Conihet&gthone support
is not availabé.

If you wish to send email, uske address support@commcat.com.
CommCat Forum

The CommCat Forum is located on the MyQSX web site at http://www.myqgsx.net/forums.

Updated 3/2009

77


Configuring_CommCat.htm#Help

CommCat Voice

See AlsoNoice Settings

CommCat Voice adds tekd-speech features to CommCat. CommCat Voice uses the Microsoft Speech
Engine to convert text to synthesized speech. This engine is provided with Windows XP and later. If you are
using Windows 98 or later, you can easily check &ikthe speech engine is present on your system. If not, it
can be downloaded and installed from the CommCat web site and installed. If you are using CommCat Gold,
the necessary software is supplied on the CD in the Voice folder.

Textto-speech (TTS) ihe ability of the operating system to play back printed text as spoken words. An
internal driver, called a TTS engine, recognizes the text and using a synthesized voice chosen from several pre
generated voices, speaks the written text. A TTS engine &l@uswith the XP operating system.

CommCat provides the following TTS options:

Programmable greeting when CommcCat starts

Time announcement, UTC or local

Window caption as the CommCat window focus changes

Navigation announcements for the Advanced Log and DX Spot Manager
Instant Web Page lookup

Dialog box messages (major)

Rig status (frequency, split frequency, and mode)

Rotor set bearing and get bearing

DX Spot Manager spot announcements from Rules

Contents of the CommCat Clipboard

Determining if Speech is Installed

The options on the File, Settings, Program, Voice window are disabled if CommCat does not find the speech
engine.

Open Control Panel

If present, click the Speech icon and then the-T@&peech tab.

If Speech is installed you can test odSpeech by clicking Preview Voice.
Installing TTS

If you are using Windows 98 or later, and TTS is not installed on your system, the instéliatan be
downloaded from the CommCat web site:

http://www.commcat.com/files/CommCatVoice.msi

Download this file to a convenient folder atholubleclick to start installation. Once TTS is installed, go to
Control Panel and set the properties for Ttex$peech.
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You can also install CommCat Voice from the CD if you are using the Gold Version. CommCatVoice.msi is

located in the Voice folder.

CommcCat Voice Settings

Open the CommCat Voice settings window from File, Settings, Program.

[ Startup T Help T Fonts T Backup ]
External T Wfindo F'-:usitiu:unT Yoice T Erveiranment ]
— Windows

v D Spot banager
[T D% Spot b anager Actions
¥ Instant ‘Web Page

[T Advanced Log
v Dislog Boxes

— Time Radio/Antenna
[v Haur v UTC [~ RigStatus [ SetBearing
v 1/2How  Local [ GetBearing
— Program Greeting
Icummcat i running Brevigw |
Help | k. Cancel |
Control Name Function

DX Spot Manager

DX Spot Manager

Instant Web Page

Advanced Log

Dialog Boxes
Hour
1/2-Hour
uTC

Local

Rig Status

Get Bearing
Set Bearing
Program Greeting

Actions

Summarize each spot as the focus changes from one spot to another. The call, banc
and note are announced.

Spots satisfying Conditions set by Rules in the DX Spot Manager can cause Actions
including a voice announcement of a spot. CommCat Spot announcements can be ¢
with TTS rather than the buiih voice announcements.

CommcCat reaslthe Instant Web Page created for any call sign. When a call is entere
the search text box, CommCat reads the call sign characters as they are typed.

CommcCat reads the contents of the call & and the field names in the data entry pe
and reads the most significant details of each log entry when a new contact is select
the QSO list.

CommcCat reads the contents of the main dialog boxes and states what optionsabie
Time announced on the hour

Time announced every half hour

Time is announced using Universal Coordinated Time

Time is announced using local time

Rig status, including frequency, mode, apdit frequency when in split mode, is
announced when there are changes

The desired bearing is announced when CommCat sends a rotate command to the |
The current rotor bearing is announced as there are changes.
As CommCat starts this greeting is read. Change the text to any greeting you wish.
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greeting by clicking Preview. When the Greeting is blank, no greeting will be used.

Halting Voice Announcements

A current voice announcement camgiopped by pressing the Escape key. Voice announcements are also
stopped any time CommcCat Hold is active, such as when sending CW.

Updated 10/2007
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DX Spot Manager Window

Rule Profile Folder View Spot Source Spot Details

& DX Spot Manager (Profile: Normal Folder: inbox  Spot Source: HF)

Sidebar | Quidk Filter = View | Hold Rules Web Spots = Send
9M8Z on 7.088.00
S0 (tnx GBTCGL via ! yat 1632
East Malaysia OC 294° 7471 mi CQ 28 ITU 54 Mow 0:35
by DX Call Frequency Note -
KWTY 14.195.00 | Paul 59+10 Tnx f.QS0 73

- | 9M8Z * lvkaLa 14.090.00 | RTTY via VK4FW RTTY now simplex OA
§| Steve = I IGYIVWIELR | 14.280.00 |5/9 Roy L

Telenius-Lowe E740W 10.106.30
ol (9MEDXC) aMsZ 7.088.00/59
5 JTIR 7.051.00 [tnx 59 73's

;EI?D—SS Egta EATIGT 7.000.00 TE 7?7
?: Kinabalu, Sabah, FW5RE 14.000.00 | tnx HABIB
% MALAYSIA EX8AS 7.022.90 559

— HZ1FS/P 14.260.00 |GISX 14264.93 A5-192 via EATFTR

il po IGY/IWIELR | 14.280.00 JOTA AF019
2| 9M8Z 7.088.00 tnx 3B8CF 7.003.70/up 1

GB7CGL 59 CO8LY 14.081.
a .
2 | Rule for this spot JTIR cq cq cq via rwdhb
= FIM1HN RTTY Julien cging

Needed, blue TI8I

EITIiTE " |Hsusa 59 cq no taker

ET40W cQ

€Y spotinfo R150B 150 ANN. POPOV

o - VT - -
L, O0E Pl [ u »
Done \ List firder: as received .

N\ I 7
Sidebar Options Selected Spot Bottom Status Bar

Overview

The DX Spot Manager is the prinypalCommCat window for monitoring and analyzing DX Spots. The spots in
the list can originate from a VHF/UHF Packet Cluster, Web Cluster, an Internet Telnet site, or from spots you
create in CommCat.

DX Spots provide a way to monitor DX activity and bandditions. It is also possible to track the operation
of specific DX stations. By analyzing a DX station's operating habits over time, it is often possible to second
guess when and where they may appear next.

The spot list shown above lists incoming spotthie order they were received. CommCat provides many spot
order options in addition to the order they are received. The information provided for each spot in the list
includes the DX call, frequency, call of the reporting station, time, spot priorityaddtday of the week,

short notes the reporting station has added, the DX Bearing, continent, and grid square.
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The DX Spot Manager window is divided into two panes. The right pane contains a spreadsheet showing
detailed information for each spot. The lgfine contains a sidebar that provides a number of useful tools that
provide further information about spots, spot filtering, and operating aids.

Spots arrive first in the Inbox folder where they can then be redirected through the use of rules taletker fol
This operation is similar to mail sorting in Microsoft Outlook Express.

Rules which test conditions and take action on incoming spots can be specified.. Each rule contains one or
more conditions and one or more actions. CommCat provides extensiwed setditions and actions that
provide much flexibility in how spots are processed, redirected, and used to notify you. Here are a few
examples:

Play a tone whenever a spot for 3YOC is received.

Move spots that contain "psk” in their note to a "PSK"dold
Delete all spots for 160 Meters.

Shade spots that are more than 30 minutes old.

Beep your pager when P5/4L4FN is reported on 20 CW.
Send all CW spots to a dedicated CW folder.

DX Spot Manager Spot Details

O Call and Frequency  Elapsed Time Since Spot Received D Bearing ShortfLong

TN6X on 14.025.30 ¢ 59°/239°

Baldur, tnx {tnx K55 Veb) at 20352

Congo AF 59 8866mi CQZn36 ITU Zn 52 Local 21:44

D Entity Spot Note Plus Spot Source and Time

The details for selected spots appear in the Spot Detail portion of the DX Spot Manager window. In the sample
above, TN6X has been reported on 14.025.30 MHz, 9 minutes ago. From the note supplied by KSSWW, we
can see that TN6X's name is Baldthis spot was received through a Web cluster and it was reported at 2035
UTC. CommCat has determined the DXCC entity to be Congo at a bearing of 59 degrees short path and 239
degrees long path. It is 21:44 local time in the Congo.

DX Spot Manager Sideba

Display or hide the DX Spot Manager Sidebar by clicking the Sidebar button on the menu bar. You can also
hide the sidebar by clicking the X in the upper right corner of the sidebar panel.

Different panels are opened by clicking their icon at the botfaimecsidebar. To show more icons, drag the
dotted handle at the bottom of the sidebar up. You can remove and add panels to the sidebar by clicking the
configure button on the right side of the icon bar at the bottom of the sidebar as shown below.
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Done

| —

Show Mare Buttons

Add or Remove Buttons ~ »

ID Timer

0e

Motes

Spot Filters

Several of the panels filter spots. The filtered spot list is also used by the Band Spotter window. The Quick
Filter button in the DX Spot Magar menu bar must be engaged for the filtering to work. The panels that
perform filtering are:

Bands and Modes
Continent

DX Bearing
Award

Watch

Spot Info

To display the Spot Info panel, click the Info icon in the panel list.

MeEEUEU, Liue

background

Click a spot in the spot list to display the Spot Info for that call.

The Spot Info panel has 5 tabs to display different information.
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Info
Bio
Spots
Bands
Dates

| 9msz =
a' Steve 3
Telenius-Lowe
@[ (9MBDXX)
[=]
WDT 527
88905 Kota
ﬁ Kinabalu, Sabah,
= MALAYSTA
e Spot
2| oM8z 7.088.00 tnx
Z7NLW up 7
[}
E} Rule for this spot
Meeded, blue
background -

The call, name, QTH, spot details, rule used to color the spot, and worked status are shown.
The bio for the selected call is collected from your Callbook source, including any photos.

A list of the recent spots for this call.

A graph of activity for this call by band and mode.

A calendar showing the dates this call has been spotted and the number of spots each day, plus the bands
for the spots. (Move the mouse pointer over a date to reveal the spot totals.)
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Spot Folders

& DX Spot Manager
Incoming Spots = i) Spot Folders

arrive here = =  Inbox (3)
= cw
Redirect Spots to = * ;_'J Favorites
specific folders # (] Band Edges
through Rules =5 DX Tracker

=4 Forwarded Spots

_ % Deleted Spots
Click + to expand

Folder Tree

/0@ Yhui

To display the DX Spot Manager Folders panktk the folder icon in the sidebar list.

The Spot Folders are used to sort incoming spots into categories. DX Spot Manager Rules can be used to
automatically move spots from the Inbox to another folder, or you caradddyop a spot from the spot list
directly to a folder.

CommCat provides a set of folders to get you started. You can add folders to meet your own needs, and, with a
few exceptions, folders can be removed when no longer needed. The DX Spot Manager, Spot Folders, and
Inbox folders are perament and cannot be removed. Instructions for folder management are provided below.

As spots arrive, a spot counter keeps track of the number of new spots. The counter for each folder gives you
the count of new spots received in the last update cyclee Tiene spots have arrived in the Inbox folder.
Click the folder name or doubldick a spot to reset its spot counter.

The sidebar and DX Spot Manager folder list can be hidden from view. To do so, click Sidebar in the toolbar
View, Layout menu so that opti is not checked or click the X in the upper roght corner of the Folder pane.
To redisplay the folder list, check the Sidebar option in the View, Layout menu.

You can move through the folder list usithg Next Folder and Previous Folder options in the View menu. If
you wish to limit the folders you will visit with the Next and Previous selections, open the Folder Preferences
window from the View menu where you can choose which folders you want inclugsedhe Go to Folder

View menu option to go directly to a folder.
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% Folder Preferences x|

Select folders you wish ta wizit with Hest Folder and Previous Ok
Folder.

[] D Spot Manager -
[] Spat Falders

| b

Di=CC

Band &MD Mode

] Mode

[[]Band

[] Band/Mode

[]55TY

[ zpecified folder ;I

Select All Clear All

Cancel

Bands and Modes
To open the Bands and Modes panel, click the Microphone icon.

The Bands and Modes panel provides a quick way to filter spots in the spot list. Thd-@Qar option in the
DX Spot Manager menu bar must be selected for the filtering to be applied.

X
Bands | Modes

(180 | [ 20 | [ 12 |
(&0 | 20 || 10 |
Lea |17 ][ 6]
L4 (15 ][ 2]

| Selectall | | Follow fiig |

| Cleardl || HF |

| dwtoTune | | weRC |

| Sequence | | VHF/UHF |

Click a Band button to show spots for that band. To add bands to those previously selected, uggkCtrl+Cl
The buttons below the band buttons operate on groups of bands. Follow Rig displays spots on the band on
which the rig is tuned. AutoTune can be selected so the radio is tuned with a single click. The Sequence button
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shows spots badoly-band when youdwve selected more than one band. Each band is shown for approximately
seconds.

Click the Modes tab to show the mode filters. Click a mode button to add a mode filter to the band filter. To
show more than one mode, use Ctrl+Click.

To reset all filters, righclick over the Bands or Mode panels and select Reset All Filters. You can also turn off
all filters by clicking the Quick Filter button in the DX Spot Manager menu bar.

Continent
To open the Continent filter panel, click the World icon.

The Continent fier adds filtering to any choices you have made on other panels.

X
D% | Spotter

T
Tk

Sequence

Click a Continent button to display DX spots from thatinent. To select more than one continent, use
Ctrl+Click. In the panel above, EU (Europe) has been slected. The button colors are a key to the world map,
they do not result in the color for a spot being changed.

You can also filter spots by the contihefithe Spotter. Click the Spotter tab to display the continent choices,
and click a continent button to show spots whose spotters are from that continent. To select more than one
continent, use Ctrl+Click.

The Sequence button can be used to cycle thrtheybelected contients when you have selected more than
one. Each continent is show for approximately 5 se